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This land, to the southeast of the Dacotah Bank Center parking lot, is the new top site for a proposed new police station in Brookings.

New police site tops list
By Josh Linehan
The Brookings Beacon

BROOKINGS — The proposed new 
police station in Brookings should be 
located near the Dacotah Bank Center 
and not between two city schools, the 
Brookings City Council heard from City 
Manager Paul Briseno at a study session 

on Tuesday night, Jan. 20.
The new recommendation comes as 

a change from the initial staff advice 
to the council from this fall, when the 
top site identified was the lot between 
Brookings High School and Medary 
Elementary at the corner of Medary 
and Fifth Street South.

That advice was followed by a 
pair of community meetings in early 
December, which led to public feedback 
generally against that site.

“Going back in time into November, 
when we presented this site recommen-
dation to you. In the past, we had public 

See STATION, page 2

See FIRE, page 3

See SENTENCE, page 3

Man 
gets 5 
years 
in pen

By Josh Linehan
The Brookings Beacon

BROOKINGS — A 
Brookings man was 
sentenced to five years 
in the state penitentiary 
after pleading no contest 
to a charge of aggravated 
assault stemming from 
an incident last June.

Daniel Hawk, 38, was 
sentenced to eight years 
with three years suspend-
ed execution of sentence 
by Circuit Court Judge 
Abigail Howard on Jan. 
21.

“Mr. Hawk was 
held accountable for 
his violent actions,” 
Brookings County State’s 
Attorney Dan Nelson 
said in a statement. “The 
State’s Attorney’s Office 
worked closely with the 
victims in this case and 
today’s outcome sends 
the right message to 

Sentenced for 
incident at local 
hotel in June.
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conversations, what we 
heard from the public is 
for us to really consider 
the impact on neighbor-
hoods,” Briseno said by 
way of introduction to 
the city staff’s newer and 
more detailed report on 
the site choice.

Briseno and Police 
Chief Michael Drake 
presented the new find-
ings to the council. With 
an emphasis on minimiz-
ing possible disruptions 
to neighborhoods, two 
possible sites near the 
event center on the east 
side of the interstate rose 
to the top of the staff’s 
suggestion list.

The presentation 
detailed 22 possible sites 
the city investigated over 
more than six years of 
planning for the new 
police station.

At the end of the 
presentation, Mayor 
Ope Niemeyer stated his 
preference for a site the 
city already owns, to the 
southeast corner of the 
current Dacotah Bank 
Center parking lot.

“ I think you guys did 
a pretty good job here, 
giving us all our options. 
I personally like the 
south end of the park-
ing lot of the Dacotah 
Bank Center. I think it 
doesn’t take away from 
our possibilities of other 
retail space, because we 
now have just got the ball 
rolling there,” Niemeyer 
said. “I like the idea 
that we would preserve 
that future retail space 
now that we might have 
something getting start-
ed there.”

The details
Along with with 

possible disruption to 

neighborhoods, cost was 
a primary factor for both 
councilors and staff.

During the meeting, 
Briseno stressed that 
while most cities bond 
the entire cost of a new 
police or fire station, 
Brookings has been 
saving up. The City 
Council has put away 
more than $18 million 
toward an estimated cost 
of $25 million for the new 
police facility. There’s 
one big caveat, though. 

That $25 million does 
not include any money 
to buy new land. So the 
sites that rose to the top 
of the rankings were all 
parcels the city already 
owns.

Briseno estimated the 
bond the council would 
have to take out to build 
the new police station 
would cost just under 
half a million per year 
from the council’s capital 
improvement plan.

Police 
concerns

Drake stressed that 
despite concerns at the 
November meetings, 
police response times 
were not likely to be 
affected by any partic-
ular location of the new 
police station.

“90% of their shifts 
should be spent in the 
streets, in the field, in 
these beats. So regard-
less of where we put 
the police facility, I can 
assure you, our police 
officers are always out 
there, always respond-
ing, and don’t always 
come back to respond 
from police headquar-
ters,” Drake said.

There was also discus-
sion of retaining a police 
substation in downtown 
Brookings — perhaps in 
the current police build-
ing after it is remodeled 
to accommodate a new 
fire station.

The f ire chief 
confirmed to the mayor 
during the meeting that 
space could be made 
available in the building 
for that purpose.

Deputy Mayor Nick 

Wendell also brought 
up a potential substa-
tion during his ques-
tion time, stressing that 
he received community 
feedback about people 
who are concerned about 
being able to access a 
new police station on the 
other side of the inter-
state.

Wendell said he was 
confident an accommo-
dation could be made for 
those folks, and during 
his presentation, Drake 
volunteered that as few 
as one person during 
normal business hours 
could handle the vast 
majority of walk-in traf-
fic the downtown police 
station now encounters.

Drake was confident 
his police force would 
make any decision from 
the council work.

“No matter where 
you all want to put our 
police department, I 
feel comfortable it will 
not affect our impact 
on traffic coming into 
and from headquarters, 
and it won’t impact our 
response time,” he said. 

Next steps
While the council still 

said it wanted to hear any 
more feedback from the 
public, it sounded like 
the group was coalesc-
ing around the site south 
of the Dacotah Bank 
Center, with Niemeyer 
publicly endorsing it 
and Wendell saying the 
new recommendation 
addressed most of the 
concerns he had heard 
from the public.

Wendell also noted 
in a follow-up interview 
with the Beacon that the 
City may be in a friendly 
bid market if it can move 
relatively quickly, saving 
taxpayers a little more 
money.

Wendell also said 
the council was active-
ly trying to not select a 
site that would represent 
a prime future oppor-
tunity for commercial 
development while still 
adding up to a quality 
of life improvement for 
citizens of Brookings for 
generations to come.

Linehan is the Beacon’s 

managing editor and 

welcomes comments at 

BrookingsBeacon@gmail.

com

Continued from page 1

Station: City manager, police chief  present new options

City of Brookings  

This slide presented to the Brookings City Council lists the final top 10 site recommendations for a new police station in Brookings after feedback from 
citizens during open houses in November.
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I S  A 
GREAT CAREER

IN  YOUR

BIG
PICTURE?

It’s In Ours, Too.

If getting a head start on a great career is 
in your BIG PICTURE, First Bank & Trust is 

committed to providing you with an opportunity 
to learn and grow into a fulfilling career.

Learn more at BANKeasy.com/CAREERS!

New online  
application system 

for board volunteers
By Josh Linehan
The Brookings Beacon

BROOKINGS — Those wish-
ing to volunteer for a Brookings 
board or commission can now do 
so online.

The City of Brookings is imple-
menting a new management 
system for volunteer boards and 
commissions, City Clerk Bonnie 
Foster told the City Council last 
week.

The new system, online at 
onboard.cityofbrookings-sd.gov., 
will save the city time process-
ing paper applications that were 
not specific to individual boards, 
Foster told the council.

The new process will also make 
term lengths and open positions 
more visible to the general public, 
Foster said, and consolidate infor-
mation in one location.

“Through the new system, resi-
dents can now quickly and easily 
view general board information, 

historical membership, attendance 
and vacant seats for all boards 
and commissions in one location,” 
Foster said in a release.

The new system will allow staff 
to update contact information for 
board members, track member-
ship and quickly generate reports, 
including term expirations and 
vacancies, as well as make manag-
ing applications easier for staff.

Residents interested in learn-
ing about the City’s boards and 
commissions can now use the 
online portal, onboard.cityof-
brookings-sd.gov.

The city’s boards have several 
current vacancies, so residents are 
encouraged to check out the new 
portal as well as volunteer for any 
open seats they find.

Linehan is the Beacon’s manag-

ing editor and welcomes comments 

at BrookingsBeacon@gmail.com

violent offenders committing crimes in 
our community. Based on his criminal 
history and seriousness of this offense, 
we felt the prison term was appropriate 
and necessary.”

In South Dakota, aggravated assault 
is generally a Class 3 felony carrying a 
maximum sentence of 15 years in the 
penitentiary, a $30,000 fine, or both. 
Factors such as using a deadly weapon 
or restricting a victim’s airflow can 
enhance the sentence.

The conviction and sentence stem 
from an incident that occurred around 
midnight on June 24 of 2025 at the 
Brookings Inn.

According to court documents, 
police were dispatched to the hotel 
with reports of an intoxicated man 
wielding a knife.

A confrontation spilled from the 
lobby to the parking lot with witness-
es reporting Hawk wielding “... what 
appeared to be a knife, a menacing 
15-inch piece of metal with a sharp-
ened tip.”

Four victims tried to subdue Hawk, 
according to the statement, and an 

altercation ensued where Hawk bran-
dished the knife at one victim and 
choked another. Shortly after, police 
arrived on the scene and arrested 
Hawk.

A breath test taken at the scene 
showed Hawk with a blood alcohol 
content of .212, more than twice the 
legal limit to drive.

In pronouncing sentence, Howard 
gave Hawk eight years but suspended 
execution of three. She also ordered 
Hawk pay court costs and transpor-
tation costs, as well as reimburse the 
county for the cost of his court appoint-
ed attorney. She also ordered that he 
have no contact with any of the four 
victims in the case.

Hawk was credited with 212 days 
served for his time at the Brookings 
County Detention Center awaiting 
sentence. He was immediately remand-
ed to the custody of the Brookings 
County Sheriff’s Office for transport 
to the state pen in Sioux Falls.

Linehan is the Beacon’s manag-

ing editor and welcomes comments at 

BrookingsBeacon@gmail.com

Continued from page 1

Sentence: Credited with 
212 days served in BCDC

BROOKINGS — Brookings Rotary 
Club members recently heard a firsthand 
account of Rotary’s global impact from 
Scott Parsley, who shared highlights from 
an international wheelchair distribution 
mission to Eastern Europe conducted in 
October.

Parsley was part of a team from 
across Rotary District 5610, including 
members from Sioux Falls, Rapid City, 
Custer, Madison and Spearfish. Working 
alongside Hope Haven International, the 
group traveled to Romania and Ukraine 
to distribute and customize wheelchairs 
for those with physical disabilities.

“Hope Haven has been doing this work 
in Romania since 1991, and their program 
has now expanded to more than 70 coun-
tries worldwide,” Parsley said. “What 
makes this mission special is how person-
al it is. You aren’t just delivering equip-
ment, you’re working directly with fami-
lies and individuals, fitting each wheel-
chair to their specific needs.”

During the trip, the team distributed 
dozens of wheelchairs in community 
centers, residential facilities, and private 
homes. Many recipients had never owned 
a wheelchair before, while others arrived 
using equipment that was unsafe or far 
too small. A licensed physical therapist 
traveled with the group to ensure each 
chair was carefully adjusted for comfort, 
mobility, and long-term use.

“Every wheelchair had to be custom-
ized,” Parsley explained. “Sometimes that 
meant taking the chair apart and rebuild-
ing it so it wouldn’t cause pain or pres-
sure. Watching someone roll away in a 
chair that finally fit them was incredibly 

moving.”
In Romania, the team also visited a 

newly completed wheelchair storage, 
repair, and distribution center built in 
partnership with a local Rotary club. The 
facility will serve as a permanent hub 
for fitting and repairing wheelchairs in 
the region.

The group later traveled through 
Moldova into Ukraine, where they 
conducted another distribution amid 
ongoing war conditions. While air-raid 
sirens sounded during their visit,

Parsley said the resilience and hospi-
tality of Ukrainian Rotarians left a last-
ing impression.

“These are some of the proudest 
people I’ve ever met,” he said. “They 
love their country deeply, and even in 
the middle of war, they welcomed us with 
gratitude and generosity.”

Parsley said Rotary clubs in Romania 
and Ukraine are also collaborating on a 
fundraising effort to install an elevator 
in a four-story children’s hospital that 
currently has none, forcing staff to carry 
children up and down stairs.

Reflecting on decades of volunteer 
work around the world, Parsley described 
this mission as especially impactful.

“I’ve built houses with Habitat for 
Humanity in multiple countries, and I’ve 
done a lot of international service,” he 
said. “This was one of the most mean-
ingful experiences I’ve ever had because 
of how directly we connected with the 
people we were serving.”

Brookings Rotary Club members were 
encouraged to consider participating in 
future.

Rotary hears about 
wheelchair distribution
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News Briefs
Art Museum hosts free 
community art day

BROOKINGS —The South Dakota 
Art Museum invites the public to kick 
off another year of its Free Community 
Art Day series on Saturday, January 
31, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the muse-
um, located at 1036 Medary Avenue in 
Brookings. 

The event brings back a popular 
hands-on project and the activity that 
launched the series: Clay Gnomes. 
Participants will work with local artist 
Rachel Funk, who will guide them 
step-by-step through sculpting their 
own miniature gnome. Once the clay 
pieces have dried, participants will 
take home a painting kit to complete 
their creations. 

Free Community Art Day is open 
to all ages and experience levels. The 
event is designed as a drop-in activity, 
allowing guests to arrive at any time 
between 10 a.m. and 1 p.m. All materi-
als are provided, and there is no cost 
to attend. 

This free program offers a welcom-
ing opportunity for individuals and 
families to explore creativity, connect 
with local artists, and enjoy the muse-
um in an informal and engaging way. 

For more information, visit the 
South Dakota Art Museum or follow 
the museum on social media for 
updates on upcoming Community Art 
Day events. 

Indictments filed in pen 
drug cases

PIERRE —South Dakota Attorney 
General Marty Jackley announced 
that 11 people, including seven prison 
inmates, three private citizens, and 
one person who was a state govern-
ment employee at the time, have 
been indicted in connection with a 
November 2025 drug overdose death 
of an inmate at the Mike Durfee State 
Prison in Springfield. 

Timothy Tyree, 46, was reported 
deceased Nov. 17, 2025.  An autopsy 
revealed he had ingested synthetic 
cannabinoids (K2). During the same 
time, other inmates had indicated that 
they also had ingested K2.

“Our investigation uncovered a 
criminal conspiracy in which four 
private individuals—including one 
employed by the prison—were smug-
gling illegal drugs to inmates,” said 
Attorney General Jackley.  “Illegal 
substances inside our prison walls 
create a dangerous environment for 
both inmates and staff. That’s why 
this year I introduced legislation to 
strengthen our law for anyone attempt-
ing to smuggle these poisons into our 
facilities and to deter and stop these 
drugs from resulting in another tragic 
overdose.”

Those charged are:
*** Vanessa Baker, 54, Echo, MN on 

five charges
*** Morgan Benson, 27, Sioux Falls, 

SD on five charges
*** Tricia Bradley, 56, Springfield, 

SD on five charges
*** Wicanhpiduta Brant, Inmate, 

Mike Durfee Prison on six charges 
*** Tyler Gallant, 36, Inmate, Mike 

Durfee Prison on six charges 
*** Kok Put Kach, 41, Sioux Falls, 

SD on five charges
*** Duoth Kek, 40, Inmate, Mike 

Durfee Prison on five charges 
*** Komakeg Loyira, 30, Inmate, 

Mike Durfee Prison on five charges
*** Saquan Pemberton, 30, Inmate, 

Mike Durfee Prison on six charges
*** Keith Hawk, 30, Inmate, Mike 

Durfee Prison on two charges
*** Trenton Redwater, 27, Mitchell 

on two charges
The maximum sentences for some 

of the indicted defendants may be 
enhanced by habitual offender provi-
sions or by state law which allows 
for certain criminal penalties to be 
doubled when committed by prisoners 
of a state correctional facility. 

South Dakota’s Division of 
Criminal Investigation (DCI) and the 
Department of Corrections Office of 
the Inspector General investigated the 
death. The Attorney General’s Office 
will prosecute.

The defendants were indicted last 
week by a Bon Homme County Grand 
Jury. They are presumed innocent 
under the U.S. Constitution.

Charges have now been filed in 
four of the eight suspected drug over-
dose deaths of prison inmates that 
occurred in 2025. The other three are 
currently proceeding through court. 
The four other cases remain under 
investigation.

SDSU Extension to 
host aging webinar

BROOKINGS —South Dakota 
State University Extension and North 

Dakota State University Extension will 
host a free webinar series on aging 
well. 

This three-part webinar series is 
offered via Zoom and is designed to 
help older adults, families and profes-
sionals navigate key issues in aging. 

“Aging well isn’t just about health. 
It’s about relationships, safety and 
planning for the future,” said Leacey 
Brown, SDSU Extension Gerontology 
Field Specialist. “These webinars give 
people practical tools and insights 
to navigate life’s changes with confi-
dence. Whether you join alone or host 
a watch party, we invite you to be part 
of these important conversations.”

The workshops start at 10 a.m. 
CST/9 a.m. MT on Feb. 18, March 
18 and April 15, 2026. Registration is 
required to receive the Zoom link. To 
register, visit extension.sdstate.edu/
events and search “aging well”. 

Participants can sign up as individu-
als or as a watch party host. Ideal watch 
party hosts include county Extension 
offices, senior centers, libraries or 
community centers. Each workshop 
will be recorded and emailed to every-
one who registers for the event.

For the first workshop on Feb. 18, 
Phillip Estepp, an NDSU Extension 
Gerontology State Specialist located 
in Fargo, North Dakota, will talk about 
“Navigating Family Estrangement in 
Older Adulthood”. This webinar will 
explore what family estrangement is, 
why it happens, its impact on emotion-
al health and caregiving, and ways to 
offer support and strengthen commu-
nity connections for older adults.

On March 18, Teri Undem, 
Director of Advanced Pharmacy 
Practice Experiences and a faculty 
member at NDSU, will present about 
“Polypharmacy and Deprescribing: 
Managing Medications for Health 
and Safety as We Age”. This webinar 
offers an overview of polypharmacy, 
the risks of taking multiple medica-
tions, and how planned deprescribing 

can improve safety and quality of life 
for older adults.

For the final presentation on April 
15, Bobbi Thury, a Sioux Falls-based 
attorney, will present “Beyond the 
Will: The Decisions, Documents, and 
People that Shape Your Estate Plan”. 
This webinar explains key estate plan-
ning documents and decision-makers, 
clarifies fiduciary roles, and offers 
strategies to avoid common mistakes 
and protect your assets.

For more information, contact 
Leacey Brown, SDSU Extension 
Gerontology Field Specialist, at 
605-394-1722 or Leacey.Brown@
sdstate.edu.

Bill seeks to ban paying 
petition circulators

PIERRE — Paying ballot-question 
petition circulators would be prohibit-
ed in South Dakota by a bill the House 
State Affairs Committee approved 
Monday at the Capitol in Pierre.

Rep. Travis Ismay, R-Newell, intro-
duced House Bill 1087 in response to 
several questions that appeared on the 
2024 general election ballot with help 
from paid petition circulators.

Petitioners in South Dakota need 
17,508 signatures from registered 
voters to propose a law, which is known 
as an initiative, and the same number 
of signatures to put a bill passed by 
legislators on hold for consideration 
by voters, which is known as a refer-
endum. The number of signatures 
required to propose a state constitu-
tional amendment is 35,017.

Under Ismay’s bill, if a court deter-
mines a campaign compensated a 
petition circulator — with money or 
gifts — the petition would be declared 
invalid. 

The bill passed with a 9-4 vote, 
which means it will go to the full 
House of Representatives.

— South Dakota Searchlight
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Locals bring home hospitality awards
BROOKINGS — Lauren 

Dietz, education manager at 
the Children’s Museum of 
South Dakota, was recognized 
by Gov. Larry Rhoden and 
Travel South Dakota with the 
Ruth Ziolkowski Outstanding 
Hospitality and Customer 
Service Award at the annu-
al South Dakota Tourism 
Conference in Pierre.

Lauren has been a Museum 
educator for nearly 10 years. 
During the award presenta-
tion, South Dakota Secretary 
of Tourism Jim Hagen shared 
remarks from Museum guests 
about how she brings a calm, 
joyful presence to every inter-
action. He also quoted another 
parent who shared how much 
she appreciated Lauren and 
her team for keeping camp 
and class participants engaged 
and excited about learning — 
making the Museum one of 
their favorite places.

In her role at the Museum, 
Lauren supports camps, 
classes, birthday parties, and 
enhances experiences in all 
the exhibits.

“Lauren exudes passion and 

energy in all interactions with 
our guests,” said Executive 
Director Kate Treiber. “Her 
open, caring, and creative 
spirit embodies our mission 

to spark imagination through 
play.”

During her speech, Lauren 
expressed her gratitude for 
the opportunity to work in 

such a wonderful space.
“It is truly an honor. There’s 

nothing like supporting chil-
dren who are our future, 
and there’s no higher honor 

than supporting them as they 
grow,” said Lauren. “I’m so 
lucky every day to work with 
my wonderful team.”

The Ruth Ziolkowski 
Outstanding Hospitality & 
Customer Service Award, 
given by Travel South Dakota, 
recognizes members of the 
South Dakota tourism indus-
try who, like Ruth Ziolkowski, 
provide remarkable service 
to every visitor he or she 
encounters, and whose work 
demonstrates an outstanding 
spirit of hospitality, warmth, 
and genuine kindness. Learn 
about Travel South Dakota’s 
award program here.

In addition, The Rally Rush 
Rumblin’ Community Award 
was given to Visit Brookings 
for their outstanding efforts 
in welcoming visitors before 
the Sturgis Motorcycle 
Rally. Starting with a social 
campaign aimed at visitors 
heading west on Highway 
14, Brookings went on to 
welcome travelers with swag, 
giveaways, admission deals, 
a partnership with local auto 
shops, and cross-promotion 
with neighboring communi-
ties.

— SD Children’s Museum

‘Her kind, warm 
soul shines through’

Courtesy photo 

Left to right: Director of Marketing & Communications Kerrie Vilhauer, Education Manager Lauren Dietz, 
Executive Director Kate Treiber, and Secretayr of Tourism Jim Hagen celebrate Lauren’s hospitality award.


