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Laci Thompson poses outside the former Cole’s department store building at 410 Main Ave. in Downtown Brookings. Thompson is 
relocating her businesses — Pasque, Pasque Design and The Nook — to the iconic storefront.

Back to the future
By Josh Linehan
The Brookings Beacon

BROOKINGS — Downtown 
Brookings will be getting a shakeup in 
the coming weeks — and a local land-
mark building will get a new start.

Laci Thompson, owner of Pasque 

home decor boutique and The Nook 
bookstore, plans to relocate both busi-
nesses to 410 Main Street.

Pasque, currently located in the old 
Kendall’s building on the corner of 
Fourth and Main Ave, and The Nook, 
half a block south on Main, will share 

a home in the large building that was 
recently Party Depot, but that longtime 
residents will remember as the home of 
Cole’s department store.

Thompson said the move to a larg-
er space would allow her to achieve 

See STORE, page 2

Downtown gets shakeup as two stores consolidate at old Cole’s building.

State 
media 
shifts 
again

By Carson Walker
South Dakota News Watch

The ever-chang-
ing landscape of South 
Dakota’s traditional 
and new media indus-
try evolved further in 
the past few months, 
with newspapers start-
ing, changing hands and 
cutting back.

Here are some of the 
latest developments:

Forum buys Pierre 

and Madison newspa-

pers

The Capital Journal 
in Pierre and Madison 
Daily Leader were part of 
Wick Communications’ 
sale of its six Midwest 
newspapers to Forum 
Communications Co.

Forum, headquar-
tered in Fargo, North 
Dakota, is a fifth-gen-
eration, family-owned 
media company with 
more than 30 newspa-
pers, television stations 
and digital platforms 
across the region.

It also operates the 

New papers 
open, Lakota 
Times shifts.

See MEDIA, page 3
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her goal of featuring all 
the facets of the stores 
together — as well as 
samples for Pasque 
Design, her interior 
design imprint.

“All three businesses 
will be here,” she said. 
“The Nook right now 
is at 314 Main, Pasque 
operated at 400 Main 
and virtually for Pasque 
Design. Now all three 
will have purpose here. 
So just down the street 
from 400 to 410 — but 
four times the space.”

The added space 
will allow Thompson to 
present the businesses 
as she originally intend-
ed them.

“We are going to 
commingle all the 
things. There will be 
a section for books, 
but the books will be 
commingled with other 
components to just give 
it style, and that visu-
al effect — and then 
the decor and for the 
design side, the samples 
and things like that will 
be further towards the 
back.”

But in addition to 
simply having more 
space, Thompson relish-
es the chance to breathe 
life back into a vener-
able downtown build-
ing with high ceilings, 
built-in wood shelving 
and the walk down base-
ment still visible from 
the front door.

“This is such an icon-
ic building,” she said. “I 
think most people who 
grew up here remem-
ber when it was Cole’s, 
and there was a lot of 
commentary on social 
media after my video, 
talking about how 
people remember having 
to find kids under the 

drapes, things like that.
“It’s an important 

part of our community 
and just such an oppor-
tunity for me, and I’m 
very humbled that I get 
to call this home for my 
business.”

Refurbishing the 
building will be no 
small project, however. 
Bjorklund Construction 
is handling the main 
floor, with Clark Drew 

Construction work-
ing on the basement 
and Hammond Electric 
redoing the wiring. And 
Thompson and family 
will also be pitching in.

“I am going to end 
up doing the painting, 
I think,” Thompson 
said, “And I might have 
a 16-year-old helper,” 
referencing her daugh-
ter Evie.

The original Cole’s 

department store was 
a fixture in downtown 
Brookings, with its four 
display windows filled 
with mannequins and 
the Estee Lauder counter 
on the right hand side as 
patrons walked inside. 
According to the South 
Dakota State Downtown 
Brookings database, the 
store operated at 410 
Main Ave. from 1939 to 
1998 — a nearly 60-year 
run that spanned 
Germany’s invasion of 
Poland to the Seinfeld 
finale.

“My goal is to rees-
tablish some of the look 
of the original place, 
and that feel, that expe-
rience, that downtown 
department store — that 
absolutely is what my 
goal is, and to make it 
live into the age of the 
building. I very much 
want to salvage all of the 
legacy pieces that I can. 
There’s some beautiful 
woodwork and struc-
ture, and just updating 
things to where they 
need to be, but really 
trying to cherish the 

history,” Thompson 
said.

The path forward 
hasn’t always been 
perfectly straight for 
Thompson’s business-
es. Pasque — named 
after the state flower — 
opened in 2020, short-
ly before the COVID-
19 pandemic. The Nook 
opened in February of 
2023. In December of 
2024, the downtown fire 
destroyed the Brost’s 
building next door and 
smoke damaged every-
thing in the shop. The 
Nook was closed for 
around six months. 

But those road-
blocks have not stopped 
Thompson, who sees the 
new location as close 
to her original inten-
tion when she opened 
Pasque.

“The businesses 
were always supposed 
to be together. That 
was always the intent. 
When I added on the 
Nook three years ago 
— the intent was always 
to have them as one. 
We just didn’t have the 

space. I couldn’t find 
the space. Downtown 
properties are limited if 
you want to stay on the 
main strip, and so it was 
just looking for the right 
building for the future. 
And I was selective. It 
was really important to 
me, it meant something 
to me, and that I could 
really make it a place 
that the businesses not 
only can flourish now, 
but they can grow into in 
the future,” Thompson 
said.

Thompson and 
Pasque are no strangers 
to reinvigorating icon-
ic Downtown Brookings 
fixtures — the old 
Kendall’s building where 
Pasque had its debut run 
remains a cherished 
landmark, as well.

“I have enjoyed being 
part of that building as 
well, because that also 
is something I remem-
ber from my childhood, 
and I always enjoyed 
that experience with my 
mom shopping down-
town,” she said. “I real-
ly wanted to be a desti-
nation. It’s not just about 
individual businesses. 
It’s about us collectively 
creating experience that 
people want to come to, 
whether they’re local or 
from out of town.”

Though there is still 
a ton to do with the 
large space at 410 Main 
Ave., Thompson hopes 
all three businesses 
will be up and running 
in the space by the end 
of March, with a grand 
opening to be announced 
for around that time.

Thompson said she 
and her teams at the two 
businesses are up to the 
task.

“I couldn’t do this 
without my team,” she 
said. “They have joined 
me on this crazy ride 
and have believed in me. 
And without them, this 
would be a very differ-
ent conversation. And 
also the support from 
our community. 

“You know, from 
COVID times when I 
first opened Pasque, to 
the fire, to other experi-
ences downtown — the 
community has been 
there, and I’m so grate-
ful. And we try to give 
back to our community 
as well. It takes all of us 
to make a special place, 
not just downtown, but 
just our whole commu-
nity.”

Photos courtesy Brookings Historical Society

Mannequins in the front windows of Cole’s department store, which operated at the building at 410 Main Avenue for 
nearly 60 years. Pasque and The Nook are relocating to the space by the end of March.

Store: Spots find iconic new home in old building
Continued from page 1
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Mitchell Republic newspaper and a 
printing plant in Sioux Falls as well 
as Sioux Falls Live, an online news 
and sports site.

And last year it bought what is 
now Midwest Sports+, which provides 
shows and live-streamed play-by-play 
of high school and college games, 
including University of Sioux Falls 
football and basketball. 

Forum’s South Dakota broadcast 
properties include KNBN-TV, the 
NBC affiliate in Rapid City, and two 
Sioux Falls stations, KWSD-TV (now 
KSFL-TV) and KCWS-TV.

“With the acquisition of these six 
news titles, Forum Communications 
will secure its place as the larg-
est news-gathering organization 
in the Upper Midwest,” Bill Marcil 
Jr., president and CEO of Forum 
Communications, said in a news 
release announcing the purchase.

Brookings adds 2nd newspaper

Months after fears that Brookings 
was going to lose its only newspaper, 
the city that’s home to South Dakota 
State University is now a two-paper 
town.

Josh Linehan, the former editor of 
The Brookings Register, and his wife, 
Nichole, have started publishing the 
Brookings Beacon, which is printed 
at the Forum plant in Sioux Falls. The 
Beacon offers digital and weekly print 
subscriptions. 

“The community response has 
been genuinely overwhelming,” Josh 
Linehan said. “Brookings keeps grow-
ing and there’s a real hunger for both 
strong, local journalism and quality 
advertising space.” 

The Register was one of four news-
papers abruptly shuttered but even-
tually reopened last year after being 
purchased by Champion Media, a 
family-owned community newspaper 
company based in North Carolina. It 
also acquired the Huron Plainsman, 
Redfield Press and Moody County 

Enterprise at Flandreau.
Rapid City Post starts weekly 

print edition

The Rapid City Post, which start-
ed posting a digital version online in 
March, has begun publishing a weekly 
printed newspaper that’s distributed 
at no cost around the region and by 
mail for a subscription.

The Post is owned and operated by 
The HomeSlice Media Group, which 
runs six Black Hills radio stations and 
the state’s largest podcast network.

“We’re taking a lot of our audio 
content and turning it into print,” 
said Chris Hornick, managing editor. 
“We’ve been generating content for 
decades. We’re just new at print.”

Lakota Times ceases print 

publication

Meanwhile, a newspaper that has 
served South Dakota’s Pine Ridge 
Indian Reservation for more than 20 
years ended its print publication but 
plans to continue creating content for 
its website, Facebook page and app.

The Lakota Times posted on Jan. 
14 that it was going to cease publica-
tion entirely. But on Feb. 6, owner and 
publisher Connie Louise Smith said 
she has decided to try to keep operat-
ing by publishing on the paper’s digi-
tal platforms. An annual subscription 
for all access is $65.

“People were calling. It made me 
feel good,” she said. “We’re taking a 
cut in pay until I can find out what 
type of revenue can come from 
online.” 

The Times was the official/legal 
newspaper of the Oglala and Rosebud 
Sioux tribes, Oglala Lakota County 
Schools, Oglala Lakota County, 
Bennett County and the Lakota 
Nation Invitational.

South Dakota News Watch is an 

independent nonprofit. Read, donate 

and subscribe for free at sdnews-

watch.org. Contact CEO Carson 

Walker: 605-610-9366/carson.walk-

er@@sdnewswatch.org.

Continued from page 1

South Dakota News Watch 

The new Rapid City Post print edition is part of the quickly evolving news landscape 
in the state of South Dakota.

Media: Lakota Times 
to report news online

South Dakota Dem 
party head to run 

for governor
Dan Ahlers, the executive direc-

tor of the South Dakota Democratic 
Party, said Monday that he plans to 
run for governor.

Ahlers said in a news release 
that he would formally launch his 
campaign on Tuesday morning at 
the Siouxland Downtown Library 
in Sioux Falls.

“As governor, I’ll bring the 
same determination I’ve used my 
entire career looking for common 
ground, respecting differences and 
delivering results,” Ahlers said in 
the release. “South Dakota works 
best when we work together.”

Ahlers said he has experience 
running a small business. He also 
served six years in the Legislature, 
12 years as president and interim 
administrator of the Dell Rapids 
Chamber of Commerce, and 11 
years as president of the Haven 
before- and afterschool program. 
He was South Dakota’s Democratic 
nominee for U.S. Senate in 2020, 
when he lost to incumbent 

Republican Sen. Mike Rounds.
Other potential Democratic 

candidates for governor this 
year are Robert Arnold, a college 
student from Pierre  and Anthony 
Sitter of Aberdeen.

Prospective Democratic candi-
dates have until the end of March 
to collect the required 1,232 nomi-
nating petition signatures from 
registered S.D. voters to earn a 
place on the ballot. If multiple 
candidates gather enough signa-
tures, they’ll face off in the June 
2 primary. The general election 
is Nov. 3.

Four Republicans have declared 
their campaigns for that party’s 
nomination for governor: Gov. 
Larry Rhoden, U.S. Rep. Dusty 
Johnson, Aberdeen businessman 
Toby Doeden and state House 
Speaker Jon Hansen.

Republicans have won every 
election for governor in South 
Dakota since 1978.

— SD Searchlight
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Assessing property tax change proposals
By Alexander Rifaat
South Dakota News 

Watch
PIERRE — Sen. 

Sue Peterson, chair of 
the Senate Taxation 
Committee, summed 
up what others on the 
panel seemed to think 
in rejecting a proposed 
state sales tax increase 
in exchange for a reduc-
tion in local property 
taxes.

“I do have concerns 
that we’re trying to do 
too much all at once,” 
said the Sioux Falls 
Republican.

The failed proposal, 
Senate Bill 99, tabled by 
Senate Majority Leader 
Jim Mehlhaff, would 
have increased the sales 
tax to 6.2% and use the 
receipts to create a local 
replacement fund to 
lower property taxes.

In order to combat 
the “regressive nature” 
of the measure, as the 
Pierre Republican 
himself put it, groceries 
would be exempted from 
the sales tax.

The idea was one of 
more than two dozen 
floated as a potential 
solution to skyrocket-
ing property taxes that 
has been driven in large 

part by a 26% increase in 
the median home price 
in the state over the past 
five years.

And while lawmak-
ers seem to agree some-
thing needs to be done, 

there is little agreement 
on a solution. 

Gubernatorial candi-
dates weigh in amid 
legislative impasse

Sen. Casey Crabtree, 
who is running for South 

Bart Pfankuch/South Dakota News Watchl

South Dakota Rep. Dusty Johnson speaks during a naturalization ceremony at Mount Rushmore National Memorial on Oct. 2, 2025. 

Dakota’s at-large seat in 
Congress, joined other 
Senate colleagues in 
commending Mehlhaff 
for “coming up with a 
bold plan” to address the 
property tax issue.

But he cautioned 
against repeating the 
gung-ho nature of anoth-
er property tax bill 
passed in last year’s 
legislative session, refer-
ring to Senate Bill 216, 
which capped local 
municipalities’ abili-
ty to use property tax 
revenues at 3%. That 
measure has since been 
blamed for severely 
limiting the ability of 
growing cities to pay for 
essential infrastructure 
improvements and local 
services.

“We got plenty of eyes 
on it (Senate Bill 216), 
plenty of proponents, 
and we’re back here in 
nine months making the 
adjustment because the 
legislative body missed 
something on that 
and ended up having 
an unintended conse-
quence,” Crabtree said.

In the same Senate 
Taxation Committee 
hearing as Mehlhaff’s 
proposal, Sen. Randy 
Deibert, a Spearfish 
Republican, introduced 
Senate Bill 97, which 
increases that cap to 5%. 
It passed 6-1.

Looming over the 
property tax reform 
debate is the hotly 
contested race to secure 

the Republican nomina-
tion for governor.

With each candi-
date coming out with 
their own property tax 
proposal in an effort to 
claim the mantle, what 
lawmakers ultimate-
ly decide in the halls of 
the state Capitol will 
reverberate across South 
Dakota as a pivotal 
primary awaits in June.

News Watch broke 
down the various 
proposals and spoke 
with tax policy watch-
ers to get a sense of the 
challenges and opportu-
nities of the ideas being 
floated.

Rhoden: Let coun-

ties decide

Gov. Larry Rhoden, 
the incumbent, has 
proposed allowing indi-
vidual counties the 
option to decide to 
replace property taxes 
with a half-cent sales tax 
increase.

A county could vote 
to adopt the measure or 
hold a referendum. The 
Union Center ranch-
er has argued his plan 
is more equitable as 
it would allow coun-
ties that generate more 
foot traffic, and there-
fore typically hold high-
er property values, the 
opportunity to see a 
decrease in their proper-
ty tax bill.

On a philosophical 
level, Rhoden has sought 
to portray the proposal, 
which is set to be intro-

duced in the Legislature, 
as the one closest to 
classical Republican 
small government ideals 
compared to his GOP 
challengers.

“It’s government at its 
best, government close 
to its people. It’s up to 
those individual counties 
and the people in those 
counties to decide, and 
we left as much flexibil-
ity of that as we could,” 
Rhoden said at a press 
conference laying out his 
legislative agenda last 
month.

Johnson: Relief for 

homeowners

U.S. Rep. Dusty 
Johnson, South Dakota’s 
lone representative in 
Congress, announced a 
plan that would allow 
first time homebuyers to 
be exempt from paying 
property taxes for two 
years and provide a $400 
property tax credit to 
owner-occupied prop-
erties using funds from 
a planned increase in 
the statewide sales tax, 
which is set to rise from 
4.2% to 4.5% next year.

Johnson argues 
Rhoden’s plan, rather 
than being equitable, 
increases inequalities 
by favoring more pros-
perous counties instead 
of providing a uniform 
statewide solution.

“The governor’s 
proposal is just a huge 
transfer of wealth from 
rural South Dakota into 

See TAX, page 5
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our biggest cities. That 
is not what South Dakota 
needs right now. My plan 
helps everyone, brings 
the American dream 
closer to reach for new 
homeowners, and is fully 
paid for — without any 
gimmicks,” Johnson said 
in a statement to News 
Watch.

Doeden: Eliminate 

all property taxes

Toby Doeden, an 
Aberdeen businessman, 
has a more direct plan: 
eliminate all property 
taxes in South Dakota.

Doeden has suggest-
ed a consumption tax 
targeting “luxury items” 
could be used to replace 
property taxes, although 
it is unclear if the reve-
nue from such a tax 
would fill the estimated 
$1.8 billion budget hole 
that would be created 
if such a move were to 
materialize.

Similar to the propos-
al put forth by Mehlhaff, 
he also said that any 
consumption tax would 
exclude grocery items 
to help relieve lower-in-
come households.

“Larry Rhoden and 
Dusty Johnson are 
career politicians in 
favor of raising sales 
tax across the board. 
This only further harms 
South Dakota families 
who are already strug-
gling the most,” Doeden 
said.

He also said he’d like 
to make the 4.2% sales 
tax, which was original-
ly enacted under former 
governor and current 
Homeland Security 
Secretary Kristi Noem, 
permanent.

“My plan codifies the 
Noem tax cuts, elimi-
nates taxes on groceries 
and baby items, reduces 
wasteful spending, and 
most importantly, elimi-
nates property taxes for 
South Dakota residents,” 
Doeden said.

Noticeable in 
Doeden’s comment was 
his lack of acknowl-
edgement of the fourth 
Republican in the guber-
natorial race, South 
Dakota House Speaker 
Jon Hansen.

Hansen has yet to 
come out with a formal 
plan but has accused 
Johnson of co-opting a 
proposal on property 
taxes he put out last year 
as part of a legislative 

task force.
Sales taxes more vola-

tile than property
Tax policy observ-

ers on both sides of the 
political aisle cautioned 
about the history of 
substituting proper-
ty taxes for more sales 
taxes on grounds it 
would add fiscal uncer-
tainty for municipalities 
and greater economic 
inequality statewide.

“The challenge with 
using a sales tax to 
replace property taxes is 
that sales taxes are much 
more volatile sources of 
revenue,” Rita Jefferson 
of the Institute on 
Taxation and Economic 
Policy, a left-leaning 
think tank, told News 
Watch. “Sales taxes 
go up and down with 
the economy. If there’s 
a recession, sales tax 
receipts  will decline.”

She said Gov. 
Rhoden’s proposal was 
“less worrisome” since 
it would give counties 
the authority to decide 
whether to replace prop-
erty taxes but added any 
initial revenue estimates 
should be taken with a 
pinch of salt.

“Even if they could 
predict how much a 
half-cent sales tax could 
bring in, I don’t think 
it would actually cut 
down the entire cost of 
running the county,” she 
said.

Rhoden is bullish 
on the potential reve-
nue generation of his 
plan. According to 
data obtained by News 
Watch, the governor’s 
office estimates his 
proposal would elim-
inate, on a statewide 
average, 90% of the 
county share of proper-
ty tax revenue in order 

to lower owner occupied 
taxes.

Comparison to 

California’s Prop 13

Jefferson cited the 
property tax debate in 
California in the 1970s as 
an example of the pitfalls 
of trading lower prop-
erty taxes for a more 
robust sales tax regime.

In 1978, amid a 
backlash toward surg-
ing property taxes 
brought on by inflation, 
Californians passed 
Proposition 13, which 
capped property taxes at 
1% of assessed value and 
limited annual assess-
ment increases to 2%. 
The measure also stipu-
lated that a reassessment 
of the tax for a certain 
property can only be 
made if there is a change 
in ownership or if new 
construction occurred.

While ostensibly 
meant to relieve home-
owners, the law has been 
cited as a major factor 
behind California’s hous-
ing crisis as it disincen-
tives home ownership 
mobility and encourages 
maintenance delays on 
infrastructure projects, 
given a reduction in local 
funds. All the while, 
California today has the 
highest state sales tax 
rate in the country, at 
7.25%.

Ironically, given 
Rep. Johnson’s claim 
that Rhoden’s plan 
would unevenly redis-
tribute wealth to rich-
er counties, Jefferson 
is also skeptical of the 
congressman’s plan, 
since the beneficiaries of 
any property tax exemp-
tions and credits would 
likely be concentrated in 
areas already experienc-
ing rapid development.

“The places that are 

going to see this bene-
fit are going to be plac-
es that will have faster 
property growth, high-
er value homes, higher 
value commercial prop-
erties, and not in places 
where people are strug-
gling,” she said.

Reduced government 
accountability with sales 
taxes

Abir Mandal of 
the Tax Foundation, a 

right-leaning research 
outfit, agrees with 
Jefferson  that sales 
taxes are less predict-
able and more unevenly 
distributed than prop-
erty taxes, while adding 
it could leave the door 
open to a decline in 
government account-
ability.

“Replacing property 
taxes with consumption 
taxes will hide the true 

cost of local government 
from taxpayers because 
they will no longer be 
getting the very trans-
parent property tax bill 
that is sent out each year 
detailing all levies and 
the services that they go 
towards,” Mandal told 
News Watch. “This may 
actually increase local 
costs instead of decreas-
ing them.”

He pointed out that 
South Dakota counties 
are already bound by 
certain levy restrictions 
on property taxes and 
that a possible way to 
reduce the burden for 
homeowners could be 
expanding those restric-
tions to include school 
districts, which are 
currently exempt.

South Dakota News 

Watch is an indepen-

dent nonprofit. Read, 

donate and subscribe 

for free at sdnewswatch.

org. Contact politics 

and statehouse report-

er Alexander Rifaat: 

605-736-4396/ alexander.

rifaat@s@dnewswatch.org.
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