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Stanwick won’t run for Sheriff again

Not

ready

More than half of SD
children not ready to
start school.
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7-term Sheriff to retire from law enforcement at end of his term.

By JosH LINEHAN
The Brookings Beacon

BROOKINGS — After seven terms
as Brookings County Sheriff — and
nearly 5o years in law enforcement
in Brookings — Marty Stanwick has
decided to retire from his office when
his term finishes in January, he told
The Brookings Beacon.

Stanwick, who spent nearly 21

years with the Brookings Police
Department before running for sher-
iff and holding the office for 28 years,
said it was simply time.

“I just thought it was probably
time to make a change,” he said. “One
of the things is, I've got a new grand-
daughter, so I want to spend time
with her, spend some more time with
family, and do the things I haven’t

had the chance to do, you know?

“I have two daughters, and, well,
all they know me is through police
work,” Stanwick said. “I didn’t always
have time to spend a lot of time with
them because I was busy. A lot of
times I was working when they were
having events and things like that. So
I want to make sure I spend time with
my granddaughter.”

See STANWICK, page 2
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STANWICK: Spent nearly 50 years with BPD, as sheriff

Continued from page 1

With Stanwick step-
ping aside, Brookings
County will have a wide
open race for sheriff for
the first time in a gener-
ation. Three candidates
have declared intentions
to run, including: Shawn
Hostler, a Brookings
County commissioner
who is running in the
Republican primary;
Dave Biteler, the current
assistant sheriff under
Stanwick who is running
as an independent; and
Sgt. Manny Langstraat,
who also works for the
Sheriff’s Office.

Stanwick said he was
likely to endorse a candi-
date to succeed him, but
he would wait until after
the June primaries to
make that choice public.

In South Dakota,
county sheriffs are
directly elected and
statutorily responsible
for law enforcement in
their respective coun-
ties.

The Brookings
County Sheriff provides
an array of law enforce-
ment services, including
running the Brookings
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Nichole Linehan/Brookings Beacon

The Brookings County Sheriff's Office in Downtown Brookings. Brookings will have an open race for its next sheriff after Marty Stanwick retires.

County Detention
Center, providing law
enforcement by contract
to smaller towns in the
county, serving and
processing warrants,
civil service and other
duties as officers of the
court. The Brookings
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remain sheriff until the
first county commission
meeting in Jan. of 2027,
when his successor will
be sworn in.

Stanwick pointed out
two large factors that
changed the job during
his long tenure in police
work in the county:
Technology and a recent
loss of trust in police.

“Attitudes towards
the police — a lot of that
changed after George
Floyd, in that, nation-
wide, you know, we kind
of lost the respect of the
public, and that’s some-
thing that we’ve got to
try to get back, is to trust
the police. They just
don’t trust us as much —
and so it’s also harder to
retain officers or get the
officers, too,” Stanwick
said.

He also said rapidly
advancing technology —
especially software and
other products such as
body cameras and their
archiving systems —
present budget challeng-
es, especially to small-
er, county departments,
including sheriff’s offices.

“I’'ve always been
budget conscious, you
know, and so we can
maintain, because
you never know when
budgets will be cut on
that type of stuff, and
then we try to maintain
the same services, but it
doesn’t always add up,”
he said.

The other chal-
lenge for his successor,
Stanwick said, will be
recruiting and training

staff.

“We have more and
more dealings with
people who have mental
illness and addic-
tion-type situations,
you know — you have
to make sure our officers
are trained to handle
those types of situations
and things like that,”

In the broad sense,
Stanwick also added
he would like to see a
future sheriff continue
with a community polic-
ing model — which is
both a trendy term in
law enforcement, but
also a throwback to the
old days in Brookings
County, when a prime
anti-drunk driving
action might have been
offering rides home.

“I think they just need
to make sure that they
continue to be a proac-
tive rather than reac-
tive,” Stanwick said. “A
lot of times when we
react, we’re too reac-
tive right after things.
So try to be more proac-
tive and continue with
that. You know, try to
prevent traffic crashes
and so forth.”

Stanwick  offered
specific examples of
that kind of police work,
citing dressing up inter-
sections where citi-
zens complain drivers
blow stop signs, equip-
ping deputies with the
technology to contact
mental health profes-
sionals when needed and
trying to get information
about known telephone
and internet scams out

to residents as quickly
as possible.

He also championed
the role of an engaged
elected sheriff in the
county.

“I think transparen-
cy is the glue,” Stanwick
said. “I tried to do public
meetings and things like
that, make sure that we
communicate with not
just the council people
and commissioners, but
with the public at large.
you know.

“I hope that the next
sheriff will contin-
ue trying to promote
talking about the scams,
and just those commu-
nications in general. I
think it’s important to
educate and communi-
cate in this role,” he said.

It’s no coincidence,
either, that the gregarious
Stanwick said he would
miss chatting with people
the most when he left the
sheriff’s office.

“I’ll probably miss
the people the most,” he
said. “Just getting out in
the community. I have
an open-door policy. So
alot of times people will
come see me and visit
about issues. And some-
times they just come in
to shoot the breeze. So
I hope the next sheriff
will continue to have
that open door and not
be closed off.”

Linehan is the
Beacon’s managing
editor and welcomes
tips and comments at
BrookingsBeacon@
gmail.com



February 25, 2026

Local

The Brookings Beacon

Page 3

Data: S.D. preschoolers not prepared

By BART PFANKUCH
South Dakota News Watch

Nearly half of South
Dakota children under
the age of § are not on
the right track to start
school and find early
success in the class-
room, a rate that puts the
state near the bottom in
school readiness across
the country.

Data from  the
most recent National
Children’s Health
Survey, administered by
the U.S. Census Bureau,
shows that only 58.4%
of South Dakota parents
report that their children
ages 3-§ are prepared to
start school.

South Dakota’s rate
was the fourth-lowest
in the nation and the
lowest among all Great
Plains states, according
to data from 2023 and
2024, the latest years the
survey was conducted.
Arkansas had the lowest
school readiness rate at
53% and Washington,
D.C., had the highest at
78%.

Darbi Hunt, depu-
ty director of the
Community & Family
Services division of
the Black Hills Special
Services Cooperative,
said the first five years
of child development are
critical to later success.

“The more research
we get around this
subject, the more we
know that so much of
what happens in those
first five years is a strong
indicator of how they’re
going to do in terms of
school success but also
in terms of life success,”
Hunt said.

The special services
cooperative seeks to
connect parents, schools
and other communi-
ty groups to strengthen
families and improve
educational outcomes,
mostly in western South
Dakota but also state-
wide.

Specific challenges
in South Dakota

Hunt said she isn’t
surprised by the state’s
low school readiness
ranking because South
Dakota families face
several challenges in
preparing children for
school.

“In talking to fami-
lies, teachers and child
care providers, we still
hear the same feedback

Bart Pfankuch/South Dakota News Watch

Providing reading materials to children, such as these books at the Mitchell Public Library shown in 2025, is an important early step in their

educational success.

that children are enter-
ing schools without the
experience and expo-
sures they need to be
ready to learn,” Hunt
told News Watch.

South Dakota does
not provide state-funded
preschool programming,
and pre-K resources can
be limited in some areas,
she said.

Additionally, the
state has more than
70% of families with
both parents working
outside the home, Hunt
said. That can limit the
time and energy parents
have to support their
children’s early devel-
opment.

While children need
to be physically and
emotionally ready for
school, the early ability
to read and comprehend
is a critical component
of educational success
that is missing for some
children, Hunt said.

“You learn to read
until second or third
grade and after that
you’re reading to learn,”
she said. “If you’re not
at grade-level reading
skills, you fall behind
not only in literacy but

in all the subject areas.”

Poverty plays arole in
lack of readiness

Immense dispari-
ties exist in whether
parents across the coun-
try report their child as
ready for kindergar-
ten, new data from the
National Survey for
Children’s Health shows.

Administered by the
U.S. Census Bureau, the
federal survey offers
a glimpse into school
readiness by collecting
responses annually from
thousands of parents and
guardians on their chil-
dren’s early learning,
social-emotional devel-
opment, self-regulation,
motor  development
and health. The latest
results were released in
December.

Nationally, nearly
two-thirds of children
were reported in the
survey as on track for
kindergarten, regard-
less of their families’
income. However, the
gap in Kkindergarten
readiness is substantial
when comparing reports
from the poorest fami-
lies and the wealthiest
— approximately a 20%

difference.

State data shows that
South Dakota has about
6,000 children enrolled
in Head Start or other
federally funded early
learning programs for
low-income families but
does not have state-fund-
ed pre-K education
options for working
parents who don’t qual-
ify for assistance.

According to the
census, the overall
poverty rate in South

Dakota has fallen in
recent years, from 11.8%
in 2023 t0 10.4% in 2024,
now nearly matching the
U.S. average of 10.6%.
And yet, some indi-
vidual counties — many
in reservation areas —
have far more extreme
levels of people living
below the official pover-
ty line, including Oglala
Lakota County (52.8%),
Todd County (49%) and
Mellette County (46.29%).
The state’s two most

populous counties had
lower poverty rates, with
Minnehaha at 8.8% and
Pennington County at
12%. Stanley County,
where Fort Pierre is
the county seat, had the
state’s lowest pover-
ty rate of 2.1% in 2023,
according to the census.
Low-income children
often have less access
to experiences that
boost school readiness,
such as engagement
See PREPARED, page 5
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