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The sign outside Brookings Radio on 22nd Avenue lists the local stations broadcasting from Brookings, Volga and Clear Lake. A local 
group headed by longtime manager Cami Powers has agreed to buy the stations from their corporate ownership.

Radio Free Brookings
By Josh Linehan
The Brookings Beacon

BROOKINGS — For the first time 
in a long, long time, locally owned 
and operated radio is coming back to 
Brookings.

Longtime Brookings Radio manager 

Cami Powers — along with her husband 
Derrick Powers and her brother, Chad 
Hogie — formed a group to buy back 
the local stations from their most recent 
owner, Connoisseur Media.

According to Cami Powers, the deal 
is done in principle, but needs federal 

approval before officially closing.
For Powers, it was a longtime dream 

come true after a turbulent few years.
“It’s always been a dream of mine, 

doing the radio stations. And I think 
when we got bought by Alpha Media, 

See RADIO, page 2

Local group to return radio stations to local ownership.

Fires 
flare 
in dry 
county

By Josh Linehan
The Brookings Beacon

BROOKINGS — A 
trio of fires over the 
weekend kept area fire 
departments busy and 
has the Brookings Fire 
Chief warning against 
burning of any kind for 
the near future.

A house fire in 
Brookings on Sunday 

Fire Chief warns 
against burning 
in conditions.

See FIRES, page 3
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The kitchen window at 
a house on the corner of 
8th Street and 9th Avenue 
near campus in Brookings 
where a fire rendered the 
home uninhabitable for 
the time being.
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I didn’t think it would 
ever happen, because 
we were part of such 
a big group of stations 
that I just forgot about 
the dream,” she said. 
“But when Connoisseur 
bought the group from 
Alpha, I started hear-
ing rumblings that they 
were peeling off a lot 
of the smaller markets. 
And the one thing I 
wasn’t really excited 
about with corporate 
ownership was they 
didn’t really understand 
small market radio, and 
they didn’t really appre-
ciate small market radio, 
so it’s like you were 
working for somebody 
that didn’t really believe 
in what you were doing.”

That dream proba-
bly never seemed so far 
away as two years ago, 
in May of 2024, when 
Alpha Media laid off 
eight local broadcasters 
as part of a nationwide 

cost-cutting initiative. 
Powers called it “one 
of the worst days of my 
life.”

So when the new 
corporate ownership 
started selling off some 
smaller stations, Powers 
blurted out what would 
soon become a plan, and 
then reality.

“They sold Madison, 
South Dakota and 
Luverne, Minnesota,” 
she said, “And I made 
a comment to my boss, 
and I said, ‘I wish he 
would just let me buy 
Brookings.’ And she’s 
like, ‘Well, why don’t 
you ask?’

“And within five 
hours, I had a call sched-
uled with the owner of 
the company. And we 
were doing pretty well 
the way it was. But he 
called me and he gave 
me a price. He said 
Brookings wasn’t real-
ly for sale, but if I was 
interested in purchasing 
it, he would sell it to me. 

And the next day I met 
with the bank.”

Powers said the 
process started in 
November and she 
was able to announce 
the sale officially on 
Tuesday. She hopes it 
will end sometime in 
June when the FCC offi-
cially approves the sale.

The new compa-
ny — Brookings Radio, 
LLC — will officially 
purchase the five radio 
stations that have been 
operating in Brookings 
and the surrounding 
area: Brookings Radio 

KBRK-AM, KBRK-FM, 
KDBX-FM, KKQQ-FM 
and KJJQ-AM. 

Powers said listen-
ers might not notice 
big changes immedi-
ately, but they would 
be coming soon as the 
stations revert back to 
a locally owned, locally 
operated mindset.

“We want to get back 
to some excitement in 
the building, having fun 
with radio,” she said. 
“It’s a fun industry to 
be a part of, and it just 
seems like that fun got 
zapped out of us two 
years ago. So I think all 
of us are just excited to 
bring it back to what we 
used to do.”

Brookings Radio 
News Director Jay Roe 
echoed those senti-
ments.

Roe was one of the 
people laid off in 2024. 
He smoothly transi-
tioned to a news report-
er role at the Brookings 
Register newspaper, 
until that paper’s corpo-
rate ownership shuttered 
the doors in August of 
2026. Roe went back to 
radio and is excited to 
go even further back, to 
local ownership.

“Local ownership 
means accountabil-
ity in the best kind of 

way,” Roe said. “When 
the people running the 
radio station live just 
down the street from 
you, they can’t afford 
to ignore community 
issues or mislead their 
friends and neighbors. 
Plus, they’re more like-
ly to shine a spotlight 
on small businesses or 
nonprofits, to follow the 
local sports teams or just 
to play music requests 
from listeners.”

Powers said the 
changes listeners would 
hear would follow that 
same local-first mindset.

“We know what our 
community and our 
clients want, and now 
we can provide that the 
best way we know how 
and how we want to 
do it, and in the ways 
we want to do it,” she 
said. “So I don’t see any 
major changes. I think 
we might do a little bit of 
tweaking of formats, and 
maybe bringing some 
voices back that maybe 
people haven’t heard in 
a while.”

Both Powers and Roe 
mentioned a long-run-
ning joke at Brookings 
Radio that everyone who 
works there once ends 
up coming back again at 
some point — because 
they love what they do, 
despite the stress. 

“It’s going to be a 
team effort,” Powers 
said. “This isn’t about 
me, it’s not about Chad. 
It’s about our team who 
has been with us through 
thick and thin, and how 
they want this to look.”

“You still work hard 
when you work for a big 
corporation. But there’s 
a difference between 
striving to achieve good 

spreadsheet numbers for 
an out-of-state owner 
versus giving it your all 
because you’re part of 
a team you believe in,” 
Roe said. “Brookings 
Radio is a family, and 
each of us wants to 
see our radio sisters 
and brothers succeed. 
Likewise Brookings is 
our home — it’s where 
we live, shop and raise 
our families — and each 
of us wants to see the 
community we love 
continue to thrive and 
prosper.”

Powers said the 
overwhelming initial 
response to the news 
confirmed she made the 
right decision of betting 
on Brookings.

“It’s radio stations for 
the community now,” 
she said.

“It’s not about us; it’s 
about what they want. 
The amount of support 
we got yesterday was 
just overwhelming. I 
barely got anything done 
— my phone was ring-
ing off the hook. It just 
it made me feel really 
good about the decision 
that we made,” Powers 
continued. ”And that’s 
part of the reason that 
I wanted to do this, not 
just our team, but our 
community. I feel like 
Brookings supports 
anything that we do as 
a community — they 
come out in full support. 
We help each other, and 
I think that makes a real 
difference.”

Linehan is the Beacon’s 

managing editor and 

welcomes comments 

at BrookingsBeacon@@
gmail.com

By Josh Linehan
The Brookings Beacon

BROOKINGS — A Brookings man 
was sentenced to nine years in the 
state penitentiary in Sioux Falls after 
he was convicted of his seventh DUI 
by a jury in Brookings.

Wilson Big Crow was convicted by 
a jury on Feb. 19 and sentenced on Mar. 
24 on charges of driving under the 
influence and driving with a revoked 
license.

Circuit Court Judge David Wheeler 
sentenced Big Crow to the maximum 
prison term of 10 years in the state pen 
on the DUI 7th offense and suspend-
ed one year on conditions imposed by 
the court.

A seventh offense of DUI is a Class 
Four felony in South Dakota, punish-
able by up to 10 years in the peniten-
tiary, a $20,000 fine or both.

Big Crow also received a sentence 
of a year on the county jail on the driv-
ing while revoked charge, suspended 
on further conditions set by the court.

“Impaired drivers pose a significant 
danger to our community,” Brookings 
County States Attorney Dan Nelson 
said in a statement. “Working closely 

with our law enforcement partners, 
we presented the case to a jury and 
they returned a guilty verdict. The 
judge appropriately determined that 
Mr. Big Crow needed to be removed 
from our community to ensure our 
streets remain safe.”

According to the probable cause 
affidavit in the case, Big Crow 
was stopped by a Brookings Police 
Department officer on May 5, 2025. 
The officer reported he detected an 
odor of burnt marijuana and said Big 
Crow’s eyes were glossy.

Big Crow was given a preliminary 
breath test which had a result of .000 
percent, according to the affidavit. 
The officer then arrested Big Crow.

Big Crow was also sentenced to pay 
court costs in the amount of $116.50. 
One year in the state pen was suspend-
ed on the conditions that he pay his 
fine and costs; remain law abiding 
upon release; reimburse Brookings 
County $345.50 for costs of blood tests 
and analysis and that his driving priv-
ileges be revoked for five years after 
his release.

Big Crow was remanded to the 
custody of the Brookings County 
Sheriff’s Office for transportation to 
the state pen in Sioux Falls.

Linehan is the Beacon’s manag-

ing editor and welcomes comments at 

BrookingsBeacon@@gmail.com

Man gets nine years in pen for seventh DUI
Brookings County jury 
found Big Crow guilty on 
two counts at trial.

Radio: Stations return after turbulent years
Continued from page 1
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night near campus left 
a home uninhabitable, 
while a pair of grass fires 
on Saturda kicked up 
and required responses 
from multiple area fire 
departments.

“We had one in the 
Volga area, and then one 
that we did respond to 
over there in Aurora’s 
district, and both just 
extremely dry condi-
tions,” Fire Chief Troy 
Huges said. “We had 
one on the interstate 
last week, and the fire 
behavior was was very, 
very extreme. I would 
think that the County 
Commission will prob-
ably recommend a burn 
ban in the very near 
future — unless we get 
some significant rain in 
the next couple of weeks 
we’re, extremely dry. We 
don’t have to look far, 
look to Nebraska, and 
see what they’re facing. 
And we’re really in simi-
lar conditions up here 
as far as moisture and 
weather and dry grass. 
We just have not had the 
right spark and the right 
wind on the right day. 
But we’re very vulnera-
ble to it.”

House fire
A cooking fire that 

ignited cabinets and then 
spread to the rest of the 
kitchen sent up the alarm 
that the Brookings Fire 
Department responded 
to around 3:22 on Sunday 
afternoon, Hughes said. 

Four fire trucks 
and four chiefs units 
responded to the home 
on the corner of 8th 
Street and 9th Avenue, 
just off campus in 
Brookings. Total staff 
on scene was approxi-
mately 25 Brookings Fire 
responders.

The firefighters were 
on scene around 3 hours, 
Hughes said, with an 
additional check back 
in the evening to make 
sure the dry conditions 
and winds did not reig-
nite the blaze.

According to a records 
check, the property is a 
rental home owned by 
David Kneip and the Red 
Cross was assisting the 
family with short term 
lodging, Hughes said.

None of the occu-
pants nor the responding 
firefighters were injured 
in the fire, thought two 
dogs and a cat who lived 
in the home did not make 

it out, Hughes said.
“It has all the power 

shut to it, the water, all 
utilities have been shut 
off, and it’s gonna need 
an extensive remod-
el and repairs before 
anyone can move back 
in,” he said.

“We really appreciate 
the cooperation of multi-
ple agencies who were 
part of the response to 
include the 911 dispatch-
ers, Brookings Police 
and Animal Control and 
Red Cross who assist-
ed the family after the 
fire. Please keep the 
family in your thoughts 
and prayers as they try 
to find a new place to 
live and begin to replace 
all that has been lost,” 
Hughes said.

Volga fire
According to a release 

from the Brookings 
County Sheriffs Office, 
the Volga and Sinai fire 
departments responded 
to a grass fire and tree 
pit along U.S. 14 near 
Volga shortly after 3:30 
p.m. on Saturday.

The release said the 
property owner conduct-
ed a controlled burn in the 
area back on March 18, but 
high winds over the week-
end restarted the blaze.

“I think that was 
a burn pit that spread 
outside the pit. And so 
right now, we’re real-
ly not recommending 
doing any burning. If you 

typically burn in a barrel 
or anywhere else, we 
don’t recommend that 
right now just because 
it’s just been so dry,” 
Hughes said. “One little 
spark, can really make 
a big difference. And it 
might be an area where 
you’ve burn for the last 
20 years and never had 
any trouble with it, but 
with the conditions like 
they are, right now, it’s 
just not a great idea.”

It took respond-
ers around 90 minutes 
to knock down the 
fire. The property is 
currently under renova-
tion and unoccupied; no 
monetary damage was 
reported and no injuries 
happened.

Aurora fire
Just a half hour later, 

both the Brookings Fire 
Department and the 
Aurora Fire Department 
responded to a call about 
a fire in the railroad loop 
near the Valero plant in 
Aurora.

“We assisted Aurora, 
but they got it knocked 
down pretty quickly and 
stopped it from spread-
ing. So it was fortunate 
that they got on top of it 
pretty quickly and kept it 
contained a small area,” 
Hughes said.

No monetary damage 
or injuries were report-
ed, and crews cleared 
the scene in an hour.

Area residents can 

subscribe to red-flag 
warnings — along with 
other emergency noti-
fications — either on 

the Brookings city 
website or by texting 
“BrookingsSD” to 38276.

Linehan is the Beacon’s 

managing editor and 

welcomes comments 

at BrookingsBeacon@@
gmail.com
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A home at 8th Street and 9th Avenue in Brookings is taped off as uninhabitable after a fire started in the kitchen and spread to the rest of the 
house on Sunday. Dry conditions have Brookings County in danger of fires restarting with the wind.

Fires: Burn ban likely coming without rain
Continued from page 1


