Becoming
an Ace

Familiar name shining
on the mound for the
Bandits.
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Fifteen hot-air ballons will be visible above Brookings this weekend as part of the inagural Balloons Over Brookings.

Brookings Balloons

Fifteen ballons will launch from Fishback Complex.

By Amy CeciL HoLm
The Brookings Beacon

Fifteen hot-air balloons represent-
ing eight states will gather at Fishback
Soccer Complex this weekend — July
17-19 — for the inaugural Balloons Over
Brookings, the first hot-air balloon event

in the community.

Scheduled activities at the free-admis-
sion event begin Friday, July 17, with a 6:30
p-m. balloon launch, tethered rides, and a
“balloon glow” at dusk.

Saturday features balloon launches at 6
a.m. and 6:30 p.m., with tethered rides and

another balloon glow at dusk. The event
concludes with a 6 a.m. launch Sunday,
July 19. Tethered rides are $20 per person

on a first-come, first-served basis.
Event organizer Dan Strutz, hot-air
balloon pilot and president of the South
See BALLOON, page 3

On
being
a good
host

A somewhat me-
andering look at
Midwest Nice.

Step Out on
Your Porch

thinking
about hospi-
tality a lot.

First and foremost,
because it feels like
we’ve dealt with more
than our share of grief
and loss in our little
community lately.

Growing up here on
the prairie, you learned
early that death and
hospitality were inextri-
cably linked. Someone
died, and hot dishes just
started appearing.

I was deep into my
30s and living in Florida
before I saw cars not
pull over for a funer-
al procession. And I

I have been

See PORCH, page 8
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‘God Squad

he God Squad
T is a group
of seven
Presidential
Cabinet-Level appoin-
tees that decide wheth-
er or not to enforce the
1973 Endangered Species
Act. The God Squad has
been convened only four
times. At a meeting in
2026, the Squad decided
that the ESA didn’t apply
to oil and gas companies
in the Gulf of Mexico
because the energy need-
ed for national securi-
ty exceeded the need
to save an endangered
whale.

This God Squad news
took me back to my years
as a fishery science
student at Virginia Tech
in the 1970s when the
ESA and other environ-
mental acts were passed.
My Va-Tech comrades
and I had a front row seat
for the first God Squad
event. Our professors
were as naive as we
were about the thorny
nature of our future role
as scientists in the poli-
tics of the new environ-
mental acts like the ESA .

My purpose is to give
you a very broad-brush
overview of the ESA
and the God Squad, but
mostly, I want to focus
on a common question -
Why save species? Yes,
species extinction is a
natural process, but it
is considered unnatu-
ral when humans cause
extinction. You have to
trust the data from the
sciences of archeology,
biology, paleontology,
and geology that says
that the extinction rate
has increased in The
Age of Man (termed
Anthropocene). The
ESA was passed with
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Chuck Berry has
worked for 58

years as a fishery
scientist.

the idea that we have the
wisdom and responsibil-
ity to preserve nature.

In the early 1900s,
because of concern for
migratory birds (e.g.,
Passenger pigeon,
waterfowl), Congress
passed the Lacey Act,
which prohibited inter-
state commerce of wild-
life and curtailed market
hunting. In the 1950s and
6o0s, the Department
of Interior made lists
of rare wildlife, but it
was the ESA of 1973 that
had the teeth needed
to “conserve, protect,
restore, and propagate
certain species of native
fish and wildlife.” The
first list had 15 mammals
(e.g., grizzly bear), 36
birds (e.g., Bald Eagle),
3 reptiles, 2 amphibians,
and 6 fish (e.g., Atlantic
Salmon).

The Fish and Wildlife
Service was given ESA
authority. Most of their
work included identi-
fying rare species and
protecting them through
pollution control (i.e.,
pesticides), hunting
restrictions, (which
didn’t save the Passenger
Pigeon), and wildlife
habitat protection and
restoration. A species
can get off the list if its

A Topeka shiner minnow.

population recovers, and
47 species have been
delisted — a good exam-
ple is the Bald Eagle.

Now, about those
God Squads — in the
early 1970s, I was study-
ing in Virginia, just
up Interstate 81 from
the Tellico Dam site in
Tennessee where the
endangered snail darter
(a minnow) had stopped
the dam building. We
took a field trip to try and
find some of the 3-inch
long, bottom-dwelling
darters. The Supreme
Court ruled that the dam
would endanger the fish
and that the ESA must be
followed.

However, a majority
in Congress wanted the
dam, which would bring
electricity to Appalachia.
So, Congress amended
the ESA to include a God
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Squad, that could grant
exemptions to the Act.

The first Squad
allowed completion
of the Tellico Dam.
However, by then, fish-
ery biologists had
trapped and transferred
enough snail darters to
establish populations in
other creeks. In1979, the
Squad approved a water
project in Wyoming
that threatened the
endangered Whooping
Crane. In1992, the Squad
allowed timber sales in
old-growth forests in
Oregon that threat-
ened the Spotted Owl,
but their decision was
challenged in court and
cancelled. And lastly, the
2026 Squad that got me
started on this trip down
memory lane, voted to
exempt Gulf of Mexico/
America oil and gas
activities from environ-
mental safeguards.

Why save endangered
species? What makes
these plants and animals
so special that money,
and effort should be
spent to conserve them?
A friend in Brookings
commented on a rare
fish in South Dakota
streams saying, “If it
just had a dollar value,
we’d save it!” Economists
call that way of think-
ing as expressing instru-
mental value or extrin-
sic value (usefulness to
humans). Ilearned about
extrinsic value when I
worked with the larg-
est minnow in the fish-
ery world, the Colorado

squawfish (now called
Colorado pikeminnow).
It is a minnow because it
is in the minnow family,
but it is a giant, measur-
ing up to 6 feet long in
the Colorado River. Its
value is in a potential
recreational fishery - a
“trophy” fish to recre-
ational anglers who buy
licenses and gear, and
hire guides.

The endangered pallid
sturgeon in the Missouri
River also has potential
economic value. Think
of this 100-1b fish as a
trophy fish, yes, but its
greatest value is fish
eggs — sturgeon caviar.
You caviar aficionados
know that a good stur-
geon caviar costs $100/0z
or more! Wouldn't it be
grand to have a sturgeon
fishery in South Dakota.

This is a fish article,
but I want to mention
that one of the most seri-
ous reasons for protect-
ing species is human
medicine. The plant biol-
ogists get to talk about
those possibilities.

I like the quote
from conservationist
and nature writer Aldo
Leopold who wrote in the
1940s, “The first step in
intelligent tinkering
is to save all the piec-
es.” He could not have
envisioned the genetic
tinkering we can do these
days if we have saved all
the pieces. About one
fourth of all medicines
are derived from plant or
animal sources.

Yes, the non-human

"and conservation impacts

Courtesy photos

inhabitants of Earth -
Earth’s “biodiversity,”
do have direct value as
food and medicine and
recreation, but you don’t
need to be a scientist to
recognize that species
are part of food webs
and a healthy environ-
ment. Ecologists call
this ecosystem services.
Earth ecosystems also
include humans and their
enterprises. Over half the
world’s GDP ($44 tril-
lion) depends on nature,
from technology compa-
nies relying on rare earth
minerals to agricultur-
al giants dependent on
healthy soil and polli-
nators (Green Money
Journal, 10/25).

Naturalist writ-
er John Muir famous-
ly wrote “When we try
to pick out anything by
itself, we find it hitched
to everything else in the
Universe.” The follow-
ing “hippie” verse might
be considered alarmist
these days, but I'm from
the 6o0s - Far Out!

The earth like cloth
consists of strands.

Where worn, we ought
to mend it.

For no one knows
which thread, once torn,

May suddenly just end
it.

Other reasons to
conserve species include
their information, scien-
tific, aesthetic, and spiri-
tual values. South Dakota
has about 10 rare and
endangered species —

two of them are fish. The
See BERRY, page 3
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BaLLoon: S5.D. is modern balloon’s birthplace
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Dakota Balloon Network, said
he loves sharing this unique
experience with passengers. “I
love flying, and I love intro-
ducing people to the sport,”
he said. “It’s fun to see their
amazement when they see the
world from that angle. There’s
ajoy in flying, being part of the
wind, and just trusting where
it’s going to take us.”

Strutz, who farms full-time
near Huron, got hooked on
hot-air balloons when he was
in high school in Wisconsin.
Twenty-some years later, he
decided to explore the hobby
again. After completing his
training, he started a busi-
ness, Pheasantland Balloons.
His wife, Susanna Strutz, is his
partner in the business.

“We just love to see the joy
that it brings people,” Susanna
Strutz said. “It’s so peaceful,
whether you’re in the basket
or just watching a balloon fly
over.”

For Dan Strutz, Balloons
Over Brookings is a full-cir-
cle moment. He remembers
collecting hot-air balloon trad-
ing cards at an event as a kid,
and now he hands them out as
a pilot.

Strutz’s hot air balloon,

Milestones

South Dakota is the birthplace of the modern hot air
balloon. It was invented in Sioux Falls, S.D., in 1960 by

Raven Industries.

Key innovations included a propane burner and a
reusable balloon made of ripstop nylon that could be
inflated, flown, landed, and flown again—in contrast
to the paper, linen, silk or cotton cloth balloons of the

past.

Raven Industries’ Ed Yost made the first flight of
the modern hot air balloon in October of 1960 from

Bruning, Neb.

“Ruthie’s Delight,” which is
named after his mom, is an
Aerostar RX8 that holds 90,000
cubic feet of hot air and stands
more than 70 feet tall. It can
carry a pilot and three passen-
gers.

Hot-air balloon rides are
popular for life’s big “buck-
et list” moments, Strutz said.
He has witnessed marriage
proposals and taken passen-
gers on rides to mark special
occasions like birthdays.

When weather conditions
permit, spectators at Balloons
Over Brookings can experience
the balloons up close as pilots
and crews prepare, inflate, and
launch their aircraft. Guests
are encouraged to bring lawn
chairs or blankets and meet the
pilots on the field.

Balloons over Brookings
is organized by the South
Dakota Balloon Network.
For more information, go
to BalloonsOverBrookings.
com and the Balloons Over
Brookings Facebook page.
Some of the event’s pilots still
need volunteers, Strutz said,
to help set up and pack up the
balloons. Volunteers can sign
up on the group’s Facebook

page.

In the 1980s, Raven Industries established its M

specialized balloon and aerospace subsidiary, Aerostar
International, to carry on the company’s balloon

endeavors.

Amy Cecil Holm/The Brookings Beacon

Dan Strutz, president of the South Dakota Balloon Network.

History

More than 120 years before
the Wright brothers achieved
the first powered airplane
flight in 1903, two men in Paris,
France, lifted off in a hot air
balloon.

On Now. 21, 1783, Jean
Francois Pilatre de Rozier and
Francois Laurent d’Arlandes
traveled about 5.5 miles in 25
minutes at an altitude of at least
500 feet.

The two men weren’t the
first living passengers in a
hot-air balloon, however. In
September 1783, builders of that
Paris balloon, Joseph-Michel
Montgolfier and Jacques-
Etienne Montgolfier, sent up a
sheep, duck and rooster to make
sure living creatures could
survive the flight.

Benjamin Franklin, although
not a passenger, reportedly
attended the November 1783
launch and was intrigued by the
technology. He is credited with
a famous answer when someone
asked, “What is the use of it?”

Franklin, capturing the idea
that a new invention’s purpose
might not be immediately obvi-
ous, replied, “What is the use of
a newborn baby?”

Ruthies Delight

BERRY Continued from page 2

big pallid sturgeon has economic value,
but what good is the rare minnow, the
Topeka shiner, in Brookings County
streams? When I showed it to one land-
owner he responded “That’s just bait!”
However, the shiner is a good example
of information and scientific value. Its
presence tells us that we have been
taking pretty good care of our stream
habitat compared to other states in
the Missouri River basin. The fish is a
bio-indicator of habitat health.

I have suggested some extrinsic
values of the fish, but there are other
values called intrinsic. Intrinsic value
refers to the value of species existence.
This implies that all living creatures
have a right to flourish and fulfill their
role in nature. This well-established
scientific view is being supported by a
growing religious movement to under-

stand the connection between our
environment and issues of faith, moral-
ity and spirituality.

Most religions are proponents of
“natural revelation,” meaning The
Creation reveals the nature of the
divine. On-the-other-hand, the written
Word reveals the intrinsic value of all
creation (God called it good, Genesis),
and our role in caring for it. And so, we
have come full circle as the bureaucrat-
ic ESA attempts to protect “the least
of these” (Matthew 25:40). The ESA
is sometimes called “the Modern-day
Noah’s Ark.”

Chuck Berry has worked for 58 years
as a state, federal, and university fish-
ery scientist in the watersheds of the
Chesapeake Bay, Colorado River, and
Missouri River.
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Voters switch parties ahead of runoff

Closed primary opens door to
voters making temporary change.

By MAakeNnzie HuBER
South Dakota Searchlight

The stakes are high
enough in the race for the
South Dakota Republican
Party’s nomination for
governor that Nancy
Turbak Berry became
a Republican, at least
temporarily.

The former
Democratic state lawmak-
er intends to rejoin her
preferred party after the
July 28 runoff election.

“I wish we would elect
Democrats,” said Turbak
Berry. “But until the state
changes enough so that’s
a likely scenario, I think
it’s important to have a
voice in the primary.”

Turbak Berry voted
for Gov. Larry Rhoden
in the June 2 primary
and intends to vote for
him again in the runoff.
Rhoden faces business-
man Toby Doeden, and
the winner will advance
to the Nov. 3 general elec-

tion to face Democratic
nominee Dan Ahlers.

Turbak Berry is not
alone.

In South Dakota, only
registered Republicans
can vote in Republican
primary elections, while
Democratic primaries
are open to registered
Democrats, independents
and people who register
without any affiliation.
Democrats did not have
any statewide primary
races this year.

Voters don’t need
to explain their choice
to switch parties, and
parties gain voters ahead
of elections for a host of
reasons. But registration
statistics suggest that a
desire to participate in
Republican primaries
could drive more voters
to the party during elec-
tion years.

In the three months
before the June 2 prima-
ry election, the total
number of Democratic,

independent, minor-par-
ty or non-politically affil-
iated voters in the state
declined by 1,253.

The Republican Party
added 4,452 voters during
the same period.

The number of

BUSINESS INSIGHTS

Built Right In

o 0$520,7210

Make Confident Decisions
Backed by Real Insight.

Business Insights gives business owners a clearer view

of cash flow, performance trends, and future scenarios,

all built directly into Business Digital Banking.

Learn more at BANKeasy.com/BUSINESS-INSIGHTS.

ﬁFirst Bank & Trust

844.836.9722

Member
FDIC

non-Republican voters
has dropped before the
primary in four of the
last decade’s six election
years — every year with-
out a Democratic pres-
idential primary - with
the most significant drop
appearing this year. That
is a pre-primary phenom-
enon. The ranks of regis-
tered Republicans and
non-Republicans both
grow in the months lead-
ing up to general elec-
tions and in non-election
years.

In 2026, the pre-pri-
mary effect continued
through the month of
June and early July as
voters anticipated cast-
ing ballots in the July
28 Republican governor
runoff. Between the June
2 primary and July 9, the
number of non-Repub-
lican voters dropped by
2,919 — more than double
the decline in the three
months leading up to the
primary.

The Republican Party
added s,717 voters in
those 37 days.

The registration
changes could be attrib-
utable to everyday life
events, such as coming
of age to vote, deaths or
relocations from and to
other states. But at least
some of the shift involves
temporary party switch-
ers like Turbak Berry.

Lincoln County
Auditor Sheri Lund said
auditors often see voters
switch their party affilia-
tion ahead of primaries in
South Dakota.

“You'll see them switch

back after the primary,”
Lund said. “When they
realize they can’t vote for
something unless they’re
a registered Republican,
they might do that.”

GOP leader: ‘Decide
who you are’

Former Sioux Falls
Mayor Rick Knobe
co-authored an opinion
piece for The Dakota
Scout newspaper shortly
after the June 2 prima-
ry, encouraging people to
temporarily change their
voter registration to vote
in the runoff. Knobe said
he switched from an inde-
pendent to Republican to
vote for Rhoden ahead of
the primary.

It was the first time he’s
temporarily switched,
he said, because he felt
compelled to vote for
what he described as the
“least offensive” candi-
date in the Republican
race. He expects he’ll vote
for Democrat Dan Ahlers
in the November election.

Knobe plans to even-
tually return his registra-
tion to independent.

South Dakota
Republican Party
Chairman Jim

Eschenbaum said those
who temporarily regis-
ter as Republicans play
“political games” that
hurt the Republican
Party because it tampers
with which candidates
will run in November.
Eschenbaum himself
switched permanent-
ly from a Democrat to
Republican over a decade
ago.

“These people have

to decide who they
are,” Eschenbaum said.
“If you’re a Democrat,
vote for the Democrats.
Work on your own party.
Don’t try to sabotage our
party. That’s what they’re
doing.”

Eschenbaum said he
would support legisla-
tion that would restrict
South Dakotans’ ability to
switch party affiliation,
such as only allowing one
switch a year.

But Knobe said outrage
at South Dakotans switch-
ing parties is more parti-
san than civic.

“On a broader scale,
they’re trying to limit
people’s participation in
the government we all
pay for, and I find that

un-American,” Knobe
said.
Open primary advo-

cate: Shifts are inevita-
ble in closed system

Joe Kirby, a lifelong
Republican in Sioux
Falls, said non-Republi-
can voters feeling moti-
vated to “game the system
on occasion” to partici-
pate in elections is a
result of South Dakota’s
closed primary system.
Kirby has led unsuccess-
ful efforts to restructure
South Dakota’s prima-
ry system into an open
primary.

Of South Dakota’s
registered voters, about
52% are Republican and
47% are something else:
Democratic, indepen-
dent, a minor party, or
not politically affiliated.

“All voters want to
have a say in who is going
to lead the state or repre-
sent them in Congress
or in the Legislature.
Right now, we have a
system that doesn’t give
all groups an equal say,”
Kirby said. “It’s a warped
system that doesn’t make
a whole lot of sense, but
it’s in place and tough to
change.”

Kirby said he believes
the increased interest
and discussion around
temporarily switching
party status is partly due
to his and others’ efforts
to open primaries in 2024
through a citizen-initiat-
ed ballot question.

“I think the voters
are more aware now of
the possibility of open
primaries and the nega-
tive aspects of our closed
primary system,” Kirby
said.



July 15, 2026

e Brookings Beacon

Page 5

Rotary hears about

science fair

BROOKINGS — Brookings
High School junior Navneeth
“Nav” Rao recently competed
at the International Science and
Engineering Fair in Phoenix,
Arizona, showcasing ground-
breaking research on road
durability and aging process-
es. Rao and his teacher, Laura
Hummel, spoke to Brookings
Rotary about the ISEF expe-
rience.

Rao was one of four was one
of four South Dakota students
selected to attend ISEF this
year, with all four representa-
tives coming from Brookings
- a historic first for the state.

Rao’s award-winning proj-
ect, “PG 58-28 Asphalt Binder:
Chemical and Mechanical
Performance Analysis,” exam-
ined how South Dakota roads
age and deteriorate under
extreme temperature vari-
ations. Working in SDSU’s
civil engineering laboratories,
Rao investigated the relation-
ship between chemical struc-
ture changes and mechanical
performance in road materials,
specifically focusing on the
asphalt binder used through-
out the Midwest region.

“I love driving around
South Dakota and seeing our
farmlands,” Rao explained.
“Understanding how roads
work physically and structur-
ally became my passion, and I
wanted to find ways to make
them last longer.”

His research revealed signif-
icant correlations between
chemical aging processes and
road durability, with implica-
tions for future bio-based road
materials using locally grown
crops like corn and soybeans.

ISEF brought together
approximately 1,600 students
from 84 countries, represent-
ing the world’s brightest young
scientific minds. The compe-
tition featured over $8 million
in prizes, scholarships, and
internships, with top awards
reaching $100,000.

Brian Blaha and SDSU
have provided crucial support
for the program, hosting the
regional science fair that
serves as the gateway to inter-
national competition.

“It’s not just about science,”
Rao noted. “The biggest thing
about ISEF is the connections
you make. I made friends from
Japan, China, India, Arkansas,
New York - people from all
over the world who share the
same passion for discovery.”

Laura Hummel, part-time
music teacher and science
fair coordinator for Brookings
School District, has been
instrumental in expanding the
program. What started with

just two students has grown to
17 participants at the Eastern
South Dakota Science and
Engineering Fair (ESDSEF) at
SDSU.

“When I get to ISEF and
see rows and rows of amazing
projects from kids all over the
world, I think we’re going to
be okay,” Hummel said. “It’s
my favorite week of the year.
These students give me hope
for the future.”

The program has produced
remarkable results, with
Hummel’s own four children
attending ISEF a combined 10
times, leading to careers in
material science, law, science
curriculum development, and
plant genomics.

Rao, who will be a senior
this fall, plans to continue his
research on bio-based road
materials, exploring how South
Dakota’s agricultural products
could revolutionize infrastruc-
ture sustainability.

879 UDIAH UH

BROOKINGS — Brookings
Health System Foundation will
hold the 17th annual Aiming
to Inspire Health fundrais-
er, presented by First Bank &
Trust, on Thursday, Aug. 13
from 3 to 7 p.m. at Brookings
Gun Club. Proceeds from the
2026 sporting clay fundraiser
and will support local health-
care initiatives.

With the help of premier
sponsor Brookings Radio,
families, businesses, youths
and adults are encouraged to
participate in this year’s fund-
raiser. Registration is $320 for
adult four-person teams and
$250 for four-person teams of
youth under 18. Adults and
youth may also register indi-
vidually. This year’s clay target
tournament at the Brookings
Gun Club will include a
so-round sporting clays
course with ammo sponsored

by Runnings of Brookings.
Mulligans will be available for
purchase. Additional outdoor
games and activities will also
be available.

Registration includes 12-
or 20-gauge ammunition
and a meal from Midwest
Fresh Catering, sponsored
by Sanford Health Brookings
Clinic and Building Sprinkler,
Inc. Over $2,000 in prizes will
be awarded. To register for this
year’s clay target tournament,
please visit brookingshealth.
org/AIH. Registration dead-
line is Thursday, Aug. 6.

In conjunction with the
tournament, Brookings Health
System Foundation will also
hold a raffle sponsored by
Brookings Powersports and
Runnings of Brookings. The
raffle grand prize is a 2026
Polaris Ranger 1000 premi-
um utility terrain vehicle
from Brookings Powersports.
Valued at $18,299, the UTV
features a Gr-horsepower
engine, 2,500-1b. towing capac-
W :)ﬁdJ,@(Mb. box capaci-
ty. It also includes a 4,500-Ib.
winch with synthetic rope and
a factory-installed roof.

Raffle tickets cost $75 each.
Multiple ticket bundle deals
include 2 for $70 each or 3 for
$65 each. The drawing will
occur at the end of the clay
target tournament and partic-
ipants need not be present to
win. Tickets may be purchased
online at brookingshealth.org/
Raffle or by calling Brookings
Health System Foundation at
(605) 696-8045.

For more information on
event sponsorships, please
contact Foundation Director
Brittany Venekamp at (605)
696-8045 or foundation@
brookingshealth.org. For more
information on the Foundation,
please visit brookingshealth.
org/Foundation.

Arlington Days set

ARLINGTON —  This
year’s Arlington Day’s celebra-
tion runs July 31 through Aug. 2
with an America 250 theme and
three days of family activities,
sports tournaments, vendors,
food, live music, the parade
and tractor show, a Main Street
street dance, museum events,
community worship and more.

The latest schedule, regis-
trations, and event details are
available at ArlingtonDays.
com.

Pool tourney to
EHQHAW ORF

The community is coming
together in a big way with
a special billiards tourna-
ment fundraiser to support
Brookings-area resident Greg
Begnaud who is current-
ly undergoing treatment for
throat cancer. The event will
feature the friendly compe-
tition of a pool tournament
among other activities, with all
proceeds going toward medical
expenses and family support.

The event, titled “Pool
Together for Greg,” will take
place at Rack City Billiards in
Sioux Falls on Sat., July 18. The
tournament has a $20 entry fee
and check-in begins at 11 a.m.
with the tournament starting
atnoon. All tournament partici-
pants will be given the opportu-
nity to play throughout the day,
regardless of skill level.

“I have seen so many people
fight the ugly ‘C’ and it just
sucks,” said Glenda Haag, one
of the benefit organizers and a
friend of Begnaud’s. “Whether
people play pool or not, people
should come check out the
baked goods, the auction and
raffle items, and if nothing
interests you, still come by
and say hi! Just being present
sometimes means more than
anything.”

Begnaud, who lives in Volga

with his wife Tori and step-
son, was diagnosed with Stage
2 throat cancer two months ago.
He had surgery at the end of
May to remove a tumor in his
neck and is currently attending
speech and physical therapy
to help him recover his ability
to swallow and speak fully. In
the next month he will begin
both radiation and chemo-
therapy five days a week for
seven weeks, a grueling treat-
ment schedule that will put him
out of work and away from his
family.

In addition to the main pool
tournament and side tourna-
ments, a bake sale, door priz-
es, online and in-person silent
auctions and a raffle, with all
proceeds going directly toward
Greg’s medical expenses and
family support. Local business-
es and volunteers have contrib-
uted items to support the fami-
ly and help make the event a
success. Raffle items include
two pool cues and one firearm,
tickets can be purchased all this
week by contacting 60-655-4709
and the winner does not need
to be present to win. In person
and silent auctions have sepa-
rate items that include health
and beauty bundles, artwork
from local artists, high-dol-
lar gift certificates, trip pack-
ages, sports memorabilia and
tickets and much more. The
online auction is available now:
https://www.32auctions.com/
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This isn’t the first time the
pool community has come
together to help one of their
own through throat cancer.

“I officially met Greg after
his cancer diagnosis, but we
have both been a part of the
same pool community for
years,” said Ami McKenzie, an
event organizer. “In 2025, our
pool community was a huge
support to me and my family.
I was diagnosed with throat
cancer, and my husband was in
the hospital at the same time as
my surgery recovery. With all
the help and support we have
received, I'm honored to help
with Greg’s benefit and pay it
forward.”

People interested in partic-
ipating in the tournament can
register online or by texting
973-222-7770. Pre-registration
for the tournament is preferred,
but walk-in participants are
also welcome, pending space.
All are welcome to join for the
bake sale, raffle or auctions.
Greg’s family and friends are
incredibly appreciative of the
community coming together to
support them, and look forward
to seeing people at the event.

— From staff reports



