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S.D. skeleton sells for more than S50 million

By BART PFANKUCH
South Dakota News Watch

Multi-million dollar paydays are in
store for the company that excavated
the Tyrannosaurus Rex fossil that sold
last week for $50.1 million, the rancher
whose western South Dakota land it was
found on and the firm that conducted
the public auction.

While details of auction sale proceeds
are proprietary, famed Hill City paleon-
tologist Peter Larson told News Watch
that there is a formula typical of other
dinosaur auctions that can estimate who
received how much from the sale.

Larson, president of the Black Hills
Institute for Geological Research, said
the actual sale price of Gus, the nick-
name for the T. rex sold at auction in
New York on July 14 was $43 million.

The $50.13 million total includes a
roughly $7 million “buyer’s fee” paid to
Sotheby’s auction house by the anony-
mous person or institution that bought
the skeleton.

Sotheby’s likely then collected a 10%
commission on the sale, which would
be roughly $4.3 million and is paid by
the sellers.

That leaves more than $38 million
to be split between Theropoda
Expeditions, which excavated and reas-
sembled the skeleton and prepared it for
sale, and Dana Licking, owner of the
Harding County ranch where Gus was
discovered.

The first bones from Gus were found
in 2021 on land owned by Licking and
her late husband, Gary, whose nickname
was Gus.

Thomas Heitkamp, is a Texas company
specializing in commercial excavation,
preparation and mounting of dinosaur
fossils.

Larson, who has led numerous fossil
discoveries including two T. rex skele-
tons, said he doesn’t know what type
of proceed split was agreed to between
Theropoda and Licking.

But Larson said his past excavations
that led to auction sales contained a
50-50 split of proceeds between the
discoverer and the landowner, which
in this case would mean both parties
would receive about $19 million.

Any proceeds, however, would be
subject to taxation and must cover the
costs of the digging and preparation that
in this case took five years.

Larson pointed out that the process to
discover, excavate and prepare a T. rex
skeleton requires about 25,000 hours of
manpower.

“I think everybody was pretty happy
with what it brought,” said Larson, who
famously led the extraction of Stan the
T.rex in 1987 and Sue the T. rex in 1990,
both found in western South Dakota.

Larson was present at the auction at
Sotheby’s offices in New York on July 14,
mostly to witness the dinosaur auction
and provide support to Heitkamp and
Licking, who were also in attendance.

The 38-foot long skeleton stands
more than 12 feet tall and has one of the
most complete T. rex skeletons ever
found at roughly 619 of bones recov-
ered.

The dinosaur is believed to have lived
on Earth during the late Cretaceous

Courtesy photos/S.D. News Watch

The mounted skeleton of “"Gus” on display at Sotheby's in New York, where it was
auctioned. The Tyrannosaurus Rex fossil was excavated on private land in Harding

Theropoda Expeditions, owned by See GUS, page 9  County, S.D.
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on’t rush to
Sioux Falls on

Interstate 29.
Take a scenic

route to visit your prop-
erties — the public land
where you can walk on
an open prairie of native
grasses and flowers,
and see wetlands and
wildlife. I'm referring
to the land purchased
and managed for you by
the Government’s Fish
and Wildlife Service
(FWS), and the non-prof-
it Nature Conservancy
(TNC).

Let’s go “driving for
pleasure.” Brookings
folks know where the “S”
curve is on South Main
(Old Rt 77). From there it
is 19 miles to Coleman’s
Corner on Rt 34, which
is the end of our ecology
field trip. But first, cross
the Big Sioux River.

Big Sioux River

Note the sluggish,
turbid, meandering Big
Sioux as you cross the
bridge. It is 200 miles
as a crow flies from the
river’s headwaters in
Summit to the conflu-
ence with the Missouri
River, but the meanders
of the Big Sioux make the
river twice as long. The
road ahead climbs the
bluff that overlooks the
river basin - look east-
ward across the 2-mile-
wide river valley and
imagine a huge river of
glacial melt water 14,000
years ago. You can see
why the Sioux called the
river “Thick Wooded
River.” Trees grew on

Chuck Berry has
worked for 58
years as a fishery
scientist.

(WPAS).

You will ride through
three large WPAs: at 10
miles (Meyers WPA),
17 miles (Kleinsasser
WPA) and 18 miles
(Petsch WPA). Hunters
paid for these lands by
purchasing Migratory
Bird Hunting and
Conservation Stamps,
known as Duck Stamps.
The story of the duck
stamp is a conservation
success story with deep
South Dakota roots,
but that is for anoth-
er time. The first WPA
purchased with Duck
Stamp dollars was in Day
County in 1959. South
Dakota has approximate-
ly 1,000 WPAs (about
150,000 acres) and they
are all yours.

These WPAs are
purchased and managed
by the FWS to provide
nesting habitat for water-
fowl, but they conserve
habitat for many, many
more types of

wildlife. George
Vandell, former Game,
Fish and Parks (GFP)
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A sign marking the boundaries of Waterfowl Production Areas on Rt 77.

purchase a duck stamp!”

Buy a stamp for $25 at the
Post Office.
WPAs are open

to hunting as well as
other wildlife activi-
ties like birdwatching
and photography. Each
WPA along Rt 77 tells a
different conservation
story. The Meyer WPA
is a wetland choked with
cattails, not much good
for waterfowl, but great
pheasant winter cover.
The I-mile-long,
230-acre Kleinsasser
WPA has 4 parking lots,
so stop and take a walk.
There are two ecology
lessons here. The first
is the extensive uplands
around a large prairie

the open prairie only administrator and pothole. When the WPA
along rivers and lakes current South Dakota program started, the
where wild fires could Wildlife Federation focus was on conserv-
not reach. member tells every- ing wetlands, but ducks
Water fow]l one“fyouwantto do dont nest on water, so
Production Areas something for wildlife, later WPAs included
e Your LOCAL news source
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more upland habitats for
nesting. Secondly, you
might see cows grazing
the WPA. Grazing and
fire formed the prairie
vegetation historically,
so the FWS works with
local livestock owners
to graze the WPAs on a
3-to-5-year rotation.

The next WPA is the
Petsch WPA, named for
the family cooperating
with the FWS. Rt 77 goes
right through the middle
of alarge prairie pothole.
There are three lessons
here. The first tells of the
evolution of conservation
thinking. You see almost
no upland habitat around
the wetland in contrast
to the Kleinsasser WPA,
indicating that this
WPA was established
early in the conserva-
tion program. The FWS
doesn’t even manage
this property. However,
the wetland is import-
ant habitat for wading
birds, which can usual-
ly be seen right beside
the road. Former SDSU
wildlife student Kyle
Kelsey and current FWS
employee says “This
has been a great year
for wading birds like
plovers, sandpipers, ibis
and others.

This summer, Petsch
is drying up, thus giving
us a third ecology lesson.
You’ll see a dry basin -
mud from shore to shore.
Game, Fish and Parks
waterfowl biologist
and Brookings Wildlife
Federation = member
Rocco Murano had an
article in the last GFP

magazine, Conservation
Digest, titled “Drought,
What is it Good For?”
(Summer, 2026 p 17-18).
He writes that the wet/
dry dynamic is the key
to wetland productivity,
and is good for ducks and
wetlands. He explains
that in a dry wetland,
oxygen mobilizes nutri-
ents locked in the bottom
sediment. The nutrients
provide a signifi-
cant flush of produc-
tion after the wetland is
reflooded, and vegeta-
tion encroaching into the
wetland, when flooded,
will make excellent habi-
tat for aquatic critters
from bugs to ducks.

Sioux Prairie
Preserve

Just before you get
to Rt 34, a large wood-
en sign on the east of
the highway marks the
Sioux Prairie Preserve.
This 200- acre rolling
prairie belongs to The
Nature Conservancy, a
global conservation orga-
nization that preserves
remnants of native prai-
ries, rivers and forests
that they call “our natural
heritage.” About 250,000
acres in South Dakota
have been preserved.
They welcome trespass-
ing for wildlife viewing
and photography, but no
hunting.

The Sioux Prairie
made news recently in
South Dakota Magazine
(May/June 2026 p
66-72). Nature writer
Pete Carrels highlight-
ed several local areas
he calls “heritage land-

gy lessons along old Route 77

Scientific

Chuck Berry/For The Beacon

scapes,” which help us
imagine the “sea of grass”
that the settlers found.
You might see evidence
of a fire, because the
Nature Conservancy
uses fire instead of graz-
ing to rejuvenate the
vegetation by removing
thatch and controlling
woody plants.

The Sioux Prairie is
an excellent place to
view prairie wildflowers
and grasses. Everyone
knows Big Blue Stem
grass, the one with the
turkey-foot shaped seed
head. Settlers said that
Big Blue reached up to
their saddles. The wild-
flowers change with the
seasons. In July, find
prairie clover, sunflow-
ers, and lead plant with
its purple spike of flow-
ers. Lead plants and other
legumes provide nitro-
gen to the soil. In the
fall, the flower presenta-
tion changes as the prai-
rie shows golden rod,
asters, and iron weed,
which are late season
nectar sources for polli-
nators. Download a flow-
er guide titled Common
Flowering Plants (Forbs)
in South Dakota from the
SDSU Extension site.

Like the WPAs, the
TNC land is habitat for
many kinds of wildlife
— from Dbobolinks to
butterflies.

At the top of the hill,
you can see Interstate
29 and the busy life
it represents. Quite
a contrast to the quiet
prairie setting where you
stand.
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Hogan: Will be honored Hobo Day weekend

Continued from page 1

stores in Brookings, which
Joan managed. She later
attended college, graduating
from SDSU with a bachelor’s
degree in 1994 and a master’s
degree in 1999.

“We just fell in love not only
with Brookings and SDSU, but
with the whole state,” she said.
“So we stayed.”

On Oct. 23, Joan Hogan will
be honored as one of South
Dakota State University’s
Distinguished Alumni, with
her five children and 15 grand-
children by her side. Ed Hogan
passed away Feb. 18, 2025.
The couple was married for
61 years.
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In the 1960s in Brookings,
not many women worked
outside the home, Hogan said.
But as their oldest children
reached middle school, she
thought of ways to earn addi-
tional income to help fund the
kids’ college educations.

“I said, you know what?
Whenever I have to take
the kids for school shoes, I
have to go to Sioux falls. We
could start a childrens’ store,”
Hogan said.

If the Shoe Fits opened in
1976. The family eventually
owned five stores, which she
managed until the early 1990s
when she went back to college.

Hogan had completed two
years of coursework at St.
Louis University, majoring in
history. When she enrolled at
SDSU at age 49, she changed
her major to communications.

“I shouldn’t be surprised at
how well I was treated,” she
said. “Everyone in the depart-
ment was very kind. They
treated me like any other
student.”

She earned bachelor’s
and master’s degrees, then
became an instructor in the
communications depart-
ment, now part of the School
of Communications and
Journalism at SDSU.

During her college years,
Hogan experienced “another
career all on its own,” creating
and hosting the radio program
“Holmspun Medicine” with
the late Dr. Richard Holm, a
local internal medicine physi-
cian.

Her segue into broadcast-
ing was perhaps not surpris-
ing for those in the Brookings
area who had grown accus-
tomed to hearing her voice on
the radio during her years as
a business owner.

“I couldn’t afford much for
advertising when I had the
stores, so I would call in three
times a week for a 30-second

SDSU Distinguished Alumni

The Distinguished Alumni will be honored during activities on Hobo Day weekend Oct.
23-24.

» Keith Bartels, Classes of 67 and ’74, Brookings

e Bartels retired in 2007 as vice president of Martin and Associates, an electrical engi-
neering consulting firm in Mitchell. He originally earned a degree in economics. After
serving in the military, he returned to campus to earn a degree in electrical engineering.
Late in his career, Bartels became very active on behalf of his alma mater.

In 2018, he received the Jerome J. Lohr Volunteer Leadership Award to recognize his
support of the SDSU Foundation.

e Kevin Haarberg, Class of ’79, Woodland, California

e Haarberg earned his degree in pharmacy and became a salesman of pharmaceutical
products after college. He found his niche when he joined Edward Jones as a financial advis-
er. He consistently ranks in the top 10 advisers among the 20,000 Edward Jones advisers in
the nation and for 25 years was a general partner.

Haarberg and his wife, Lorie, have given more than $3 million toward cancer research
at SDSU.

* Doug Hofer, Class of 72, Pierre

e Hofer earned a degree in park management and, in 1972, right out of college, he was
hired by the South Dakota Game, Fish and Parks to prepare a comprehensive outdoor recre-
ation plan. He wouldn’t retire from the agency until April 1, 2016, serving as state park
director for 31 years.

Career highlights include development of Mickelson Trail in the Black Hills, establish-
ment of Good Earth State Park near Sioux Falls, and expansion of boating access and camp-
grounds along Missouri River Reservoirs.

¢ Joan Hogan, Class of ’94/M.S. 99, Brookings

e Hogan, the wife of the late distinguished geography professor, Ed Hogan, didn’t enroll
at SDSU until fall 1992 at age 49, when her youngest child also left for college. The busi-
ness owner and “Prairie Doc” producer earned a bachelor’s degree in communications and
theater and a master’s degree in communications and journalism.

She spent five years on the SDSU faculty and has excelled in community service through-
out her 59 years in Brookings.

e Mike Huether, Class of ’84, Sioux Falls

e Huether earned a degree in commercial economics and built a career at Citibank in
South Dakota, New York and Texas, along with PREMIER Bankcard in Sioux Falls. He
left corporate America to pursue public service, a dream he’d held since sixth grade in his
hometown of Yankton.

Huether served two terms as mayor of Sioux Falls (2010-2018), proving “government can
get things done.” He is the co-benefactor of the Mike Huether Public Service Academy at
SDSU.

¢ Debra Muller, Class of °83, Sioux Falls

e Muller, an economics grad, had a 30-year career with Avera Health Plans as chief
executive officer and founding executive. She scaled membership from 22,000 to 140,000,
managed a $2 billion integrated claims portfolio and lead initiatives that reduced South
Dakota’s uninsured rate.

Previously, as state director of Health Policy and Planning, she orchestrated the nation’s
first public telemedicine payment methodology and championed rural health access
initiatives. She recently established the Debra Muller Scholarship in Healthcare Systems
Engineering in the Jerome J. Lohr College of Engineering.

commercial with Bert Getz
on KBRK,” she said. “And
Bert would just keep talking.
People heard a woman’s voice
on the radio and paid atten-
tion. It was amazing to me.”

Holm had reached out to
Hogan about doing a televi-
sion show, and after doing
some research, she told him
they could be on the radio in
a month and on television in
a year.

“Holmspun Medicine,” a
30-minute weekly call-in radio
show about healthcare topics,
was a success, with Hogan
as the host and Holm as the
medical expert.

“I learned a lot from Dr.
Holm. I really enjoyed watch-
ing this man, seeing what he
could do. And I did enjoy the
on-air discussions,” she said.
“It was great fun working with
a man that was so dedicated

to getting knowledge out. He
cared so much.”

Hogan also credits Cami
Powers, now general manag-
er of Brookings Radio, for
helping the radio show gain
traction. Powers cites Hogan’s
determination, work ethic
and communication skills as
foundations for the success of
“Holmspun Medicine.”

“I was working at KBRK
when Joan first brought the

idea for Holmspun Medicine
to the station,” Powers
wrote in a letter recom-
mending Hogan as an SDSU
Distinguished Alumnus. “
when Joan Hogan believed in
something, she did not wait
for the world to catch up
with her. She built Holmspun
Medicine from the ground
up, and I mean that literal-
ly. There was no template,
no staff, no budget waiting
for her. Joan created the
format, organized the record-
ing schedule, managed the
archive and handled produc-
tion ... What Joan assembled
at this radio station was, by
any measure, a remarkable
piece of community broad-
casting.”

Powers also cites Hogan’s
talent as a co-host. When
Holm, a gifted physician,
went into deep clinical
detail, Hogan would kindly
and patiently ensure view-
ers’ questions had been
answered, prompting follow-
up comments and clarifica-
tion from the doctor.

“People in radio talk about
co-host chemistry as though
it simply happens. What I
witnessed between Joan and
Dr. Holm was not accidental
chemistry — it was Joan work-
ing, consciously and skillfully,
week after week, to make Dr.
Holm’s knowledge genuinely
accessible to ordinary people.
She was the yin to his yang:
the steady hand that kept the
program on course, the warm
presence that made listeners
feel welcome,” Powers wrote.

ko k k%

As the radio show aired,
Hogan continued working
toward a TV spot for Holm,
helping start what is now
the multimedia production
“Prairie Doc” that continues
to this day, providing medical
information to rural commu-
nities.

Hogan, who grew up in Oak
Park, Illinois, never imagined
herself living in South Dakota,
and although she likes to trav-
el, she’d never want to live
anywhere else.

“I’'m just grateful that we
were able to raise our family
here and have the life that we
had,” she said.

“It’s all because of South
Dakota State. We were so
influenced by SDSU from the
time we arrived here. It gave
us a life that I didn’t know I'd
ever have.”

These days, she knows
there’s a lot more to Brookings
and SDSU than blizzards.

The title of the award this
fall, she added, should be
“Grateful Alumni” instead of
“Distinguished Alumni.”
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Book: Now available around town, via mail

Continued from page 1

a one-cylinder Cadillac
for $900 in 1904, he
became a vocal advocate
and active promoter for
good roads in the state.

To make his point,
Soberg set out to build
what then would be a
model South Dakota
dirt road. With funds
from the Brooking
Commercial Club and
the help of a road expert
sent to South Dakota
from the Department
of  Agriculture in
Washington, D.C,,
Solberg supervised a
mile-long prototype using
the latest technology to
ensure longevity and
improve dirt road travel.

Using his engineering
students for most of the
work, Solberg’s “road”
soon appeared on a section
of what is today Brookings’
28th Avenue west, which is
now graveled.

Interviewed by the
press at the time, Solberg
said the one-mile dirt road
“was the first attempt in
South Dakota to demon-
strate to the people how
substantial dirt grade
could be constructed at a
small cost per mile”. He
noted that his model road
was built in one of the
lowest areas of land, yet
it had stood for years as a
“monument to dirt road
construction.”

Good road advo-
cates in Redfield were
so impressed with
Brookings’ dirt road that
they convinced the feder-
al government to send
the same Department
of Agriculture’s engi-
neer who had built the
Brookings model dirt
road to build another one
near that Spink County
community

The story of Solberg’s
Cadillac and his model dirt
road are one of the many
in a new book about the
early history of the auto-
mobile in South Dakota
written by Chuck Cecil,
Brookings author. His
book is the first to explore
South Dakota’s early and
often bumpy introduction
to the automobile.

His book, Grandpa’s
Tin Lizzies, tells of the
first spindly, hard-rub-
bered tired horseless
carriage to raise dust in
the state. It was a four-
horse powered electric
machine that appeared
at the 1897 State Fair
then held in Yankton.
Grandpa’s Tin Lizzies

of the road. The legis-
lature also directed the
state’s less than 4o00
auto owners to register
their machines with the
Secretary of State in 1905,
the first year that licens-
ing of automobiles was
required. Licenses cost $1
each. The first ever South
Dakota license, No. 1,
went to James T. Bigelow
of Flandreau, owner of a
four horse powered 1904
Oldsmobile with tiller bar
steering and a top speed
of 20 miles an hour.

The book also recounts
adventurous auto trips
over the prairie from Ft.
Pierre to Custer in 1905
by Peter Norbeck, future
South Dakota gover-
nor. The West River
jaunt was followed in
1915 by good roads legis-
lator Joseph Parmley of
Ipswich promoting the
future Black and Yellow
Highway to the Black
Hills and Yellowstone

Professor Halvor Solberg of South Dakota State College purchased this one-cylinder Cadillac Model A in 1904.

book is available by
mail for $25 at PO Box
872, Brookings. It’s also
at the Brookings Book
Company, Allegra, Ugly
Duckling and the S.D.
Agricultural Heritage
Museum at South Dakota
State University.

The first vehicle in the
state was sponsored by
the Montgomery Ward
Catalogue = Company
to celebrate the auto-
mobile as the “Wonder
of the Century,” and
to promote the thick
Montgomery Ward
Catalogue. Montgomery
Ward never marketed
automobiles, but filled
the catalogue with auto
parts like batteries, tires
and car maintenance
tools. Competitor Sears
Roebuck did sell a car
from 1908 to 1912. It came
by rail in a wooden crate
with tools and instruc-
tions on how to put it
together.

Many early South
Dakotans built their own
versions of the horseless
carriage. One, Thomas
Fawick of Sioux Falls,
while still in his teens,
manufactured the Fawick
Sioux and the Fawick
Flyer, but production and
sale was limited to less
than a dozen automobiles
before Fawick, a mechan-
ic genius, went to Iowa to
design farm tractors, He
later became a million-
aire for his inventions of

clutch mechanisms, some
of which were used by the
nation in many of its WW
IT warships.

The first automo-
bile owned by a South
Dakotan was purchased
in 1900 by Aberdeen
real estate agent Ralph
Brown, In the late 189o0s,
two Pierre men invented
an internal combustion
contraption, but finan-
cial difficulties limit-
ed their efforts to add
enough power to their
engine to enable it to
climb the hills near the
city. Their intention had
been to compete with
stage coaches which were
then transporting people
to and from Deadwood
and Fort Pierre. Although
they failed, they deserve
credit for inventing South
Dakota’s first home-
grown automobile.

Watertown during
those early automobile
days, had the most auto-
mobiles grinding up their
streets than any other
South Dakota communi-
ty. The method of auto
purchase, the purchase
agreement and other
correspondence between
the buyer, a Wentworth
physician, and the manu-
facturer of the $650
Stanhope Carriage is
documented in the book.

Cecil’s book contains
nearly 100 pictures and
advertisements of old
automobiles popular in

the state from the 1890s
to the 1920s, with the
Ford Model T leading
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the way, includes legis-
lative actions to estab-
lish automobile rules

Courtesyphoto - Park, Parmley drove a

Studebaker Six 349 miles
over bad roads and quag-
mires from Lemmon to
Big Stone City in 16 hours,
which amazed everyone.
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