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Onward!

Local band Flood Romeo will play a show at Phil's Pub in Sioux Falls on Friday night.

Flood Romeo returns

Longstanding local band set to play pair of shows.

By JosH LINEHAN
The Brookings Beacon

BROOKINGS — “I don’t think you
can force a scene to come to you. There’s
Brookings, for example. How many, six or
seven permanent bar stages? There was a
time where those were pretty busy.”

Toby Kane is discussing what’s the
same — and what isn’t — in the Brookings
and Sioux Falls music scenes from the
1990s to now. This isn’t just a nostalgia
act, though there is plenty to be had for
that heyday of creativity and freedom.
This is also about the present, as Kane and
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Flood Romeo bandmates Monte Amende,
Dan Anderson and Darren Matthes are set
to play a pair of shows this weekend. The
first one, at Phil’s in Sioux Falls on Friday
night at 7 p.m., will mark a return to a bar
they played often in their heyday in the

See ROMEO, page 4

What
will
hold an

Al world

It won’t work like
baling wire.

Stubble
Mulch

he recent
T news about
the hijack-
ing of a rival

company by the endless
bevy of whirling OpenAl
computers, without any
human intervention,
tells us all what a future
the artificial intelligence
era may have in mind
for us.

Elon Musk tells us
Al is far more danger-
ous than nuclear weap-
ons and “represents
our biggest existential
threat.”

Yikes!

Our world is wired,
but from the looks of
things, I think they used

See MULCH, page 7
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Rhoden hand

Turnout down while Doeden loses
ground from four-way race.

South Dakota Searchlight

Turnout among
Republicans in last
Tuesday’s runoff elec-
tion fell by about 20,000
voters compared to the
June primary — a drop
that a University of South
Dakota political science

professor said was
predictable.
Participation fell

from 43% in June to 36%
Tuesday, driven by low
motivation, polling that
made the race look like a
foregone conclusion and
other factors, according
to Julia Hellwege.

“It’s about what I'd
expect,” she said.

Toby Doeden and
Gov. Larry Rhoden made
it into the runoff for the
Republican nomination
for governor by finish-
ing first and second in a
four-way June 2 primary
election. Nobody in that
race reached 35%, which
triggered the first use of
a 1985 state law requiring
a runoff when no candi-
date meets that thresh-
old in a statewide prima-
ry. Rhoden won in the
runoff.

In Brookings County,
Rhoden defeated Doeden
2,541 to 918, slighlty above
his statewide average.

Dusty Johnson won
Brookings County in the
four-way race.

Runoff elections typi-
cally draw fewer voters
than the elections preced-
ing them. Unlike South
Dakota primaries (held
the first Tuesday in June)
or the general election
(the first Tuesday in

November), runoffs have
no well-known date for
voters to plan around.

Voters less engaged
with politics are more
likely to miss runoffs,
Hellwege said, both
because of limited aware-
ness and because voting
itself demands time
and effort: researching
candidates, finding poll-
ing locations and making
time to show up.

Turnout among regis-
tered Republican voters
in the runoff ranged from
a low of 9.31% in Oglala
Lakota County, which is
part of the Pine Ridge
Reservation, to a high of
54.58% in Sully County
in central South Dakota.

Doeden received 7,282
fewer votes in the runoff
than in the June prima-
ry. Some of those voters
may have backed Rhoden
instead, but the majori-
ty likely stayed home,
Hellwege said.

Motivation also played
a role. With Doeden
finishing the June prima-
ry at 31% and Rhoden at
25%, most voters head-
ing into the runoff were
choosing between candi-
dates who weren’t their
first pick.

“It’s not quite as moti-
vating to go out and vote
for your second choice,”
Hellwege said.

Competitive races
drive the most engage-
ment, Hellwege said
— and June’s four-
way  primary was
the second-highest
Republican primary turn-
out in the past decade.

ily wins

Gov. runoff

Makenzie Huber/South Dakota Searchlight

South Dakota Gov. Larry Rhoden delivers a victory speech at his election night party in downtown Sioux Falls.

The runoff turned out to
be far less competitive.

Pre-runoff polling
from Emerson College,
commissioned by KELO-
TV, showed Rhoden with
a wide lead, which may
have further dampened
turnout.

“When things are
unpredictable, it can draw
people out,” Hellwege
said. “If they see a poll
that says it’s skewed they
might think, ‘It doesn’t
look that competitive so I
don’t need to put as much
effort into this and vote.”

Alfred Slaathaug, of
rural Brandon, said he
voted for Rhoden on
Election Day but debat-
ed whether he needed to
participate because of the
poll results.

“But on principle, I
decided not to skip it,”
Slaathaug said.

Slaathaug was one

the
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of thousands of South
Dakotans who registered
or switched party affilia-
tions ahead of the runoff
specifically to participate
in it. Slaathaug switched
from the Democratic
Party and plans to switch
back.

Slaathaug’s and other
new Republican votes had
little effect on the final
margin given Rhoden’s
wide win — garnering
71% of the vote — but they
may have nudged turnout
upward, Hellwege noted.

Advance voting —

mail-in and in-per-
son ballots cast before
Election Day — made up
22% of total runoff turn-
out, up slightly from the
18% to 19% typical of
recent Republican prima-
ries.

Auditors attributed the
uptick to party switchers
voting immediately after
changing their registra-
tion. Hellwege said the
shift wasn’t dramatic
but made sense: Voters
registering specifically to
support a candidate are
more likely to vote early,

as are committed parti-
sans who had already
made up their minds in
June.

“More than likely,
early voters were folks
who had a clear idea of
who they were going to
vote for, which makes
it easier to submit their
ballot ahead of time,”
Hellwege said.

The next election will
be Nov. 3, when voters
will choose between
Rhoden and Democratic
challenger Dan Ahlers in
the race for governor.

Did Doeden
lose ground?

South Dakota gubernatorial candidate
Toby Doeden received a smaller percent-
age of the vote in the runoff against
Larry Rhoden on July 28 compared to

the Republican primary.

€S

Ahlers in the Nov. 3 general election.
Doeden led in just two counties

during the runoff - Fall River and Todd

- compared to 28 during the primary. He

also lost his home county (Brown).

Doeden received 31% of the vote when
there were four candidates during the
June 2 primary that also featured Dusty
Johnson and Jon Hansen. In Tuesday’s
runoff election, Doeden received 29%,
and Rhoden won with 719%. Now Rhoden
will meet Democratic candidate Dan

The number of registered Republicans
increased by about 7,300 since June 2,
as some Democrats and Independents
switched parties and new voters were
added for the runoff.

— S.D. News Watch

Andrew Holtan
Sports Editor

Josh Linchan Nichole Hammond Linehan

Managing Editor Business Manager
BrookingsBeacon@gmail.com

(612) 220-8319

Sports@BrookingsBeacon.com
(651) 245-1844

Info@BrookingsBeacon.com
(605) 651-0447

www. BrookingsBeacon.com




August 5, 2026

Local

The Brookings Beacon

Page 3

S.D. features prominently in duck stamps

ugust is a time
A when hunters

begin purchas-

ing hunting
licenses and writing
the dates for the first
days of hunting on the
calendar. South Dakota
starts waterfowl hunt-
ing on September 13-14
with a special week-
end for youth-only
(under 18-years-old).
The young hunter must
be accompanied by an
unarmed adult. The idea
is to educate youth about
hunting and wildlife
conservation. I hope the
mentors talk about duck
stamps.

The U. S. Fish and
Wildlife Service has two
duck stamp programs.
The first program called
“The Federal,” began in
1934. It is a stamp (now
also an e-stamp, $25) that
is required for waterfowl
hunting. Ninety-eight
percent of the money
is used for waterfowl
habitat conservation. A
contest is held each year
to choose the winning
stamp design - a very big
deal for wildlife artists.

The second duck
stamp program is for
youth, K - 12th grade,
called “The Junior.”

The Junior Duck Stamp,
first issued in 1994,

isn’t required for hunt-
ing, but it is also a big
deal for young wildlife
artists. This is the story
of the first South Dakota
Junior Duck Stamp
Contest, and the incred-
ible accomplishments of
our 3-time award winner,
Ms. Madison Grimm
from Wallace, SD.

In the 1990s, the Fish
and Wildlife Service
wanted to increase
awareness of waterfowl
conservation among
youth; an art contest
would be the focal point.
South Dakota was one
of the first eight states
to try the program. The
first junior contest in
South Dakota was held
in 1993 as a joint proj-
ect between the SDSU
Department of Visual
Arts (Norm Gambel,
Dept. Head) and the
U. S. Fish and Wildlife
Service’s Cooperative
Fish and Wildlife
Research Unit Program
at SDSU (Chuck Berry,
Unit Leader).

We had about
300 entries from 50
schools. Each teacher
who expressed inter-

Chuck Berry has
worked for 58
years as a fishery
scientist.

est received contest
guidelines and a 50-page
booklet of waterfowl
and wetland related
classroom activities.
Judging was done at the
old Staurolite Inn in
Brookings. Noted wild-
life artist John Green
joined professors from
SDSU on the judging
team. The best entries
in each of four catego-
ries (K-3, 4- 6, 7-9, 10-12
grades) received ribbons
and certificates of partic-
ipation. In 1993 we sent
awards to students

in Aberdeen, Parker,
Conde, Brookings,
Rutland, Yankton, and
Watertown.

The Best of Show
was a drawing of a
pintail duck done by
Ms. Heather Hall from
Arlington High School.
Her drawing was sent
to Washington DC to
compete with entries
from other states. The
top three winners were
invited with a parent
and art teacher to attend
the Federal Duck
Stamp judging and tour
Washington. Our South
Dakota entry didn’t qual-
ify.

I was invited to the
ceremony at the Interior
building in DC. I met
Bruce Miller, from
Mound, Minnesota. He
was about to become
famous and rich because
he had won the Federal
Duck Stamp Contest for
adults. I asked him what
advice he would give to
kids entering the Junior
contest. He said “Tell’em
to keep stamp design
in mind, and give an
expressive quality to the
birds. Include enough
habitat to show the judg-
es you know the ecology
of the birds.”

In the next two years,
we had almost 1,000
entries each year. Best
of Show awards were to
students from Mitchell
and Aberdeen, then the

Courtesy photo

Blue-winged teal by South Dakota’s Thora Larson earned 3rd place in the 2026 contest.

South Dakota Junior
program was assumed
by the Fish and Wildlife
office in Huron. Imagine
their surprise when they
received an entry from
6-year-old Madison
Grimm, AND, it was
darn good. Good enough
to win Best of Show at
the national level in
2013. Yes Madison has a
special story and talent,
but there was controver-
sy at first!

The contest officials
denied her Best of Show
because her Dad is an
artist. There must have
been collusion! But after
further investigation,
Madison’s precocious art
talent was confirmed
and her painting of a
magnificent canvas-
back duck swimming
toward the viewer in a
foggy-water vista was
awarded Best of Show.
Madison’s website says
“This was the paint-
ing that started it all.”
(https://madisongrim-
mart.com/original-art-
work).

Not only did Madison
g0 on to win nation-
al Best of Show in 2020
and 2022, she founded a
non-profit company with
waterfowl conservation
as the core principle.
Her company is called
Second Chance Flight.
She rescues ducklings
and eggs when farmers
call to report a nest had
been damaged. At the
family place in Wallace,
she has an aviary with
artificial pond, fenced

area, buildings for bird
rearing. She has a special
permit from the USFWS
to do this work. The
released ducks have a
90+ percent survival

according to data from
banding studies.

Her business card has
this: “By partnering with
landowners and farm-
ers, we work to ensure

that every viable egg has
the opportunity to hatch,
grow, and return to the
wild - preserving the life
and legacy of our native
See BERRY, page 12
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ROMEO:

Continued from page 1

90s and 2000s.

Hokokokokkok ok ok ok kK

Flood Romeo is work-
ing on an album of
all-new material. But they
are also veterans of that
scene, when a group of
bars in Sioux Falls as well
as spots like Joe House
in Brookings and vari-
ous SDSU stages made
for a rich playground
that spawned bands
like Janitor Bob and the
Armchair Cowboys, Kory
and the Fireflies, This
Wine is Mine and Violet.
More than the success
some of those bands had
back then, artists and
fans from that era main-
ly recollect the scene as a
whole — the bands back
then had different places
to play, to be weird and to
screw up before the whole
world was watching and,
combined, offered some
kind of artistic freedom.

That didn’t seem rare
in 1995. It does today.

“But you don’t want
to be the old man shak-
ing your fist at the drive-

Returning to Phil’s Pub for new gig

way, lamenting some time
that’s gone,” Kane said.
“Because there’s some
things that are pretty cool
about now, too”

kok kK kKoK ok kkkk

You can’t talk about
this next Flood Romeo
show without talking
about the 1990s, because
of the venue: Phil’s Pub.

Phil’s was inducted
into the South Dakota
Rock & Rollers Hall of
Fame in 2026. The venue
at 106 S. Indiana St. in
Sioux Falls is back up
and running under new
ownership — and trying
to return to its glory days
as a venue where every
local act with aspirations
of playing original music
took their turn.

“My friend Monte
(Amende) had been in
bands all throughout
high school, and he just
regaled me with these
stories of, “We played this
flatbed and then we went
to the party house after-
wards,” Kane said.

“I think our first gig
as Flood Romeo was a

house party. I'm sure with
cobbled-together equip-
ment. But Phil’s Pub at
the time was a sort of
easy entry point. They
were very cool about
giving bands a shot. ‘Can
you have someone run
the door and make sure
they’re ID’d and take the
cover?” And we’re like, ‘I
think we can figure that
out.” So we did a lot of
things like Phil’s, and
then we’d go back to each
of our hometowns and try
to get a gig in our home-
town,” Kane said.

Kane and Amende had
performed together as
The McAllister Brothers,
a humor and country
music duo, in Vermillion
during and after college.
Think an aggressive-
ly Gen X Williams and
Ree. But the Flood Romeo
sound evolved more with
the local scene.

“We met Dan
Anderson, who is a proud
SDSU Jackrabbit, and
I met Darren Matthes,
who was from Iowa State,
all while living in Sioux
Falls. They became our
new guitarist and new

BUSINESS INSIGHTS

Built Right In

e 0$520,7210 e

|

- |
|

- - ™ - |

Make Confident Decisions
Backed by Real Insight.

Business Insights gives business owners a clearer view

of cash flow, performance trends, and future scenarios,

all built directly into Business Digital Banking.

Learn more at BANKeasy.com/BUSINESS-INSIGHTS.

ﬁFirst Bank & Trust

844.836.9722

Member
FDIC

l

!

Courtesy image

Flood Romeo in all its 1990s glory. The band is recording new material for a new album,

hopefully coming out in 2027.

drummer. And Monte
remained our bass player.
He and I have been togeth-
er since the beginning.
But that was a real cool
turning point, because
Dan brought a lot of atti-
tude and groove and just
power chords and things
that we weren’t doing,
and Darren brought the
funk,” Kane said.

The result was a some-
times bouncy, sometimes
jangly mix of what was
then called alternative
rock and what would
come to be called alter-
native country.

Bob Keyes, former
features editor at the
Sioux Falls Argus Leader
and arts writer with the
Portland Press Herald,
remembers Flood
Romeo as a vital part
of the mid-to-late-9os
scene in Sioux Falls and
Brookings.

“I remember the band
came out of the energy
of the Sioux Falls scene
that was building in the
1990s. And I liked them
as a band and as people.
They were fun to inter-
view,” Keyes said.

“That was a great time.
There were lots of bands,
and from my perspective
it all felt collegial and fun.
Some bands were more
serious and had higher
aspirations than others,
but most of them just
wanted to play and create
an outlet for their original
songs and musical ideas.

“Flood Romeo fit in
the latter category. They
were fun, smart, and
interesting, and it always
felt like they were push-
ing forward. I think it
says a lot about the band
and the individuals in
the band that they are
still playing. What they

started 30 years ago still
means something to them
and to the people who
follow the band,” Keyes
said.

Kokokokok sk k ok k ok k

That sound was creat-
ed in part at Phil’s Pub,
the first iteration.

“Originally, we were
really into all that ‘gos
alternative stuff: Soul
Asylum, Counting
Crows, even Matchbox
20 in the later 9os,” Kane
said. “But Monte was
into very technical prog
stuff and well-arranged
things. Dan, he was into
punk influences like
Descendants and things
of that nature, and then
Darren behind the drums,
he listened to it all. He’s a
big Eddie Van Halen fan,

but he just brought in sort
See ROMEO, page 5



August 5, 2026

Local

The Brookings Beacon

Page 5

ROMEO: ‘Everybody’s got that urge to make something’

Continued from page 4

of an R&B kind of snappy
drum vibe, where he just
had some funk in it.”

“In the beginning, I
was kind of singer-song-
writer along with some
of the jangly stuff, but
Dan came in and he just
kind of hit people with
like a fistful of attitude
with his electric guitar,
because we had been
pretty strummy before he
came around,” Kane said.

That sound was
captured on a pair of
recordings: 1996’s I Broke
Everything, followed by
1997’s The Sugar-Coated
Truth.

What no one knew at
the time, though, was that
the scene was coming to
an end nearly as quick-
ly as it seemed to have
arisen.

The Pomp Room in
Sioux Falls famously
closed on the last day
of 1998. Joe House in
Brookings also closed in
1998, and though brief-
ly reopened as The
Jackalope Lounge, it
never quite recovered
the magic of its all-ages
heyday, when you might
stop in and see a national
touring act or you might
end up watching friends
from high school take
their first shot at playing
music in front of other
humans.

By the early 2000s,
there were once again
very few places to play for
newer, local bands look-
ing to find their sound
or even just make a few
bucks doing what they
loved.

That, along with the
usual demands of life

Flood Romeo plays a recent gig at the MERC in Flandreau.

and jobs and children
and families, put Flood
Romeo on a hiatus during
much of the 2000s and
2010S.

But each of the last
five summers, the group
has gotten together to
rehearse and play at least
one gig. And they’ve been
writing songs.

“If we can get an
album done next year, it’d
be the 30th anniversary of
The Sugar-Coated Truth
album we did ‘97,” Kane

said. “And I told the guys:
If we need to press vinyl
ourselves, if I need to go
all Say Anything and hold
a boombox underneath
someone’s window so
they hear it, we’re gonna
make sure it’s heard.”

And returning to Phil’s
Pub will also bring the
band full circle.

Under new ownership,
the bar found a treasure
trove of old playbills,
posters and memorabil-
ia from its first go-round

RETURNING TO PHILS - FRI AUG 7TH

Go

Flood Romeo will play Phil’s Pub in
Sioux Falls on Friday, Aug. 7 at 7 p.m.

They’ll also play at the MERC in
Flandreau on Saturday, Aug. 8 at 7 p.m.

— Brookings Beacon

as a cradle of local music
and steered fully into the
skid.

The entrance to the
spot is now covered in
reminders of that heady
era, advertising some
bands that made it big
and some that never did
— but all of whom played
their parts.

“They found a stack
of posters upstairs that
we didn’t even remem-
ber making,” Kane said.
“It’s cool to have a place

MEYER

that has live music as
a destination — not as
an add-on. So I hope
they have a great run.
I'm excited to go back
there.”

But mostly, for Kane,
it’s a space to once again
create something live and
in the moment, an urge
that — for him, and for
a lot of his generation —
will never go away.

“I just think every-
one, if you’re living,
you’re driven by a need

~,

Courtesy photo

to create,” Kane said. “If
you're not creating some-
thing, you're fossilizing
yourself. I don’t care if
that’s crocheting sweat-
ers or just pulling weeds
in your garden. But every-
body’s got that urge to
make something.”

Linehanis the Beacon’s
managing editor and
welcomes story tips
and comments  at
BrookingsBeacon@gmail.
com
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A gas station lesson in donut perspective

raveling home from
T vacationing in the

Black Hills, my fami-

ly made periodic
stops along the way for gas and
snacks. At one stop my son
purchased donuts and upon
checking out the cashier asked,
“How many holes?” Confused,
my son replied, “I'm sorry,
what did you say?” Again the
cashier asked in all serious-
ness, “How many holes do you
have?” My son lives in London
and wasn’t sure if this was new
lingo in his home state but in
total desperation replied, “I
have two round donuts and
one long one.” Bingo! That
was the correct answer as he
was buying two holes because
he had two round donuts!

We laughed about the
encounter as none of us had
ever been asked that question.
How many holes do you have?
The more I thought about it,

I wondered if that isn’t how
many people look at them-
selves. Do we measure what’s
missing instead of noticing
everything that’s still there?

A donut isn’t purchased
because of the hole. The
hole simply makes it what it
is. Likewise, our weaknesses,
losses, and unanswered ques-
tions don’t define our worth.
Sometimes we spend so much

Teri Johnson is a long-
time Methodist minister
and teacher.

energy trying to fill every hole
in our lives that we forget to
enjoy the sweetness God has
already placed around them.

The cashier counted donut
holes while we count holes
of different kinds. We count
the opportunities missed, the
dreams that didn’t work out,
the relationships that changed,
the aches in our bodies, the
worries that keep us awake at
night and the disappointments
that seem to arrive without
invitation. If someone asked
us about our lives, many of us
could quickly list the empty
spaces; the holes.

No one buys a donut
because of the hole. The hole
is simply there. What makes
the donut worth enjoying is
everything that surrounds it—
the warm dough, the frosting,
the cinnamon sugar, the glaze,

the chocolate or the colorful
sprinkles. The hole may catch
your eye but it isn’t the reason
the donut brings a smile.

Life has plenty of holes.
There are losses we
can’t explain,
prayers
that
seem
unan-

swered,

plans

that

unravel,

and chapters

we wish we could

rewrite. Pretending those
empty places don’t exist isn’t
healthy or honest. The holes
are real. However too often
we allow the empty spac-

es to define our days while
overlooking the abundance
wrapped around them. We
forget to notice the family
that still gathers around the
table, the friend who calls
just to check in, the neighbor
who waves as we drive by, the
sunrise that quietly announces
another new beginning, or the
simple joy of sharing donuts
on a car ride home from vaca-
tion with people we love.

Gratitude doesn’t erase the
holes. It simply reminds us
that they aren’t all there is.

Perhaps that is one of the
quiet lessons woven through

faith. Scripture repeatedly
invites us to lift our eyes—not
because hardship disappears,
but because God’s goodness
surrounds us even when we
are painfully aware of what is
missing in life. Blessings and
burdens frequently occupy the
same day but God is faithful
throughout it all.

Maybe that’s why I keep
thinking about that cashier’s
question. Without intending
to, he offered a reminder that
instead of asking “how many
holes do you have?” we should
also ask, “How much sweet-

ness surrounds the holes?” A
familiar hymn says it this way:
Count your blessings, name
them one by one; count your
blessings, see what God has
done.
The next time you
find yourself count-
ing what’s miss-
ing—in yourself,
in your family, or
in your commu-
nity, pause for
a moment. Give
thanks for what
remains. Take
stock of the sweet-
ness that remains.
Count the kindness.
Count the people who
love you. Count the moments
of beauty that arrive with-
out fanfare. Better yet, give
thanks to the God who special-
izes in filling empty places
with hope. And if you’re hold-
ing a donut while you do it, all
the better.

I have learned that God
often teaches me through
unexpected moments. I wasn’t
in a sanctuary. I wasn’t read-
ing a theology book or work-
ing on my next sermon. I was
traveling with people I love,
savoring the sweetness of the
moment as we laughed about
donut holes.

Who knew?!

BROOKIN
@GMA
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